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Outgoing Board of Rowing Stewards co-chair, Blake 
Nordstrom, ’82, has made an indelible mark on 
Washington Rowing. His leadership and support 

have helped move the program forward in significant ways. 
From fundraising to mentoring to lending his business 
acumen, Blake is a true friend of Washington Rowing. 
   “What’s most gratifying for me and my wife and my 
extended family is to give young people opportunities like 

I had,” says the co-president of Nordstrom who rowed 
for UW in the 80’s. “This was a really rich and important 
experience in my life, a chapter I’m very proud of. I feel 
fortunate that other people made it available and possible 
for me, and I think others have the opportunity to do that 
moving forward,” Blake says. “Every gift makes an impact.”
   Thank you, Blake, for your many gifts to Washington 
Rowing.
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Blake and Molly Nordstrom on the historic Husky II coaches’ launch which Blake helped restore.
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Stewards’ Letter

Sincerely,

Co-chairs
Washington Rowing Board of StewardsJane Powers Trevor Vernon

Friends, 
The 2015-2016 school year is 
underway and the Husky rowers have 
returned to the glistening waters of 
Lake Washington. Our program is 
coming off its most successful year 
in recent history, and we couldn’t be 
more proud of our Huskies!
   Behind the scenes, the program 
is enjoying outstanding support 
from the athletic department, 
the best coaches in the nation, 
dedicated alumni involvement, and 
an organized and effective support 
structure. Outgoing co-chairs 
John Kueber and Blake Nordstrom 
enhanced every aspect of the 
program. Prioritizing the connection 
with our Washington Rowing family, 
huge strides were made in engaging 
rowing alums. We plan to build on this as we focus on 
increasing class participation and connecting better with 
our women alumnae. 
   Looking ahead, the competitive landscape continues to 
evolve. The target on the men’s program has never been 
bigger and women’s rowing has grown to 89 Division I pro-
grams. The NCAA recently approved “cost-of-attendance” 
scholarships which will allow schools to cover expenses 
beyond the traditional items of tuition and room and board. 
Athletic budgets were trimmed this year to defray the 
expenses brought on by the new measure and continued 
tightening is imminent with rising costs in the competitive 
landscape.
   Your support is vital to the team’s continued success. 
We need everyone’s contribution to continue our amazing 
legacy. There are many ways to contribute to the program: 
show up and cheer for the team on race days; attend the 
VBC Banquet with classmates; follow @uwhuskycrew on 
Twitter; volunteer at an event; or make a donation of any 

amount. 
   Since the 2011-12 season, the number of donors to 
Washington Rowing has increased from 423 to 585. If you 
were among the 585, thank you!  If not, please consider 
helping us reach our goal of 1,000 donors by making your 
gift today.  
   Donations of any size enable our coaches to stay focused 
on being the very best collegiate rowing program in the 
world. We cannot overstate how important these gifts are to 
maintaining our competitive edge, and how much the team 
appreciates your continued generosity. 
   The Board of Rowing Stewards remains committed to 
the program’s excellence both on and off the water. If you 
have any questions or suggestions or would like to get more 
involved, we want to hear from you. Jane’s email is 
jpowers@ewingandclark.com and Trevor’s is 
trevor@vernonpublications.com. Thank you so much for 
your support and enthusiasm.

GO HUSKIES!
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This year, Washington Rowing achieved incredible 
success across the whole program. The women 
had their best finish in several years at the NCAA 

Championships with a fourth place trophy while the men 
won the fifth consecutive gold medal in the Varsity Eight at 
the IRA and ninth consecutive Ten Eyck Trophy for overall 
team points. 
   Our student-athletes saw equal if not better success in the 
classroom. Between the men’s and women’s teams, we had 
61 students on the Dean’s List, which is earned by achieving 
a 3.5 grade point average towards their degree. Combined 
we had 29 students named first or second All Pac-12 
Academic Award winners. The women had seven National 
Scholar Athletes and an all-America academic award, 
while the men had 14 IRA All-Academic award winners. 
The men’s crew won the large team GPA award for all UW 
Athletics during the championship season. Aleksander 
Malowany won the all-department student-athlete scholar 
award and a scholarship for his graduate school studies. We 
also had 17 seniors graduate from the program. 
   Our alumni and current student-athletes also had 
continued success at the international level—winning 
medals at the World Championships, World University 
Games, Under-23 World Championships and the Henley 
Royal Regatta. More Huskies represented the USA than any 
other university in 2015. These athletes are continuing the 
tradition of Washington Rowing fostering high achievement 
and excellence.  
   Thanks to your generosity the annual fund goal of 
$250,000 was surpassed with donations totaling $263,000.  
On top of that you gave an additional $100,000 for the 
trip to Henley, $382,000 towards equipment needs and 
continued to invest in endowments. You made it possible 
for the men and women of Washington Rowing to succeed 
in the classroom and on the water. 
   Donations also facilitated a state-of-the-art video 
streaming system for our fans to watch races on the shores 
of the Montlake Cut or from any corner of the world that 
has internet. These significant improvements to the race-
day experience were possible thanks to the Brian Miller and 

Mike Buse Memorial Funds. 
   The program, with our alumni’s support, has continued 
to upgrade the Montlake Cut race course so that it is not 
only one of the most dramatic courses in the world but 
also a truly fair and equitable one. The biggest piece was 
the new starting platform that the Blake Nordstrom family 
generously contributed. It makes the Montlake Cut world 
class and one of the best racing experiences in collegiate 
rowing.  
   This year, more fans attended the Cal Dual and 
Windermere Cup than in recent memory and rivaled the 
glory days of the 1930-40’s when thousands cheered for the 
Boys in the Boat. The Boys in the Boat became the #1 New 
York Times–bestseller, bringing more attention, recognition 
and awareness to Washington Rowing. 
   We are constantly striving to improve our 
communications to reach more alumni and increase 
participation. The Board of Rowing Stewards, led by 
co-chairs Blake Nordstrom and John Kueber, hired 
a communications expert to assist in our efforts to 
communicate better with our fans, friends and alumni. 
SWEEP received an overhaul and is better than ever, and 
our e-newsletter provides regular updates on rowing events. 
We are also excited to announce the launch of our new 
website, www.WashingtonRowing.com.
   Many of these accomplishments wouldn’t have been 
possible without the leadership and initiative of outgoing 
co-chairs Blake and John. They recently completed their 
term and have handed over the reins to Jane Powers, ’85, 
and Trevor Vernon, ’92. We would like to sincerely thank 
Blake and John for all they have done for the program and 
us personally. 
   Last year we took another big step towards being the best 
intercollegiate rowing program in the world. We want to 
be “The Rowing University” and we will keep pushing and 
striving towards that goal. Your continued support and 
participation is critical to achieving this. Thank you for 
being in our boat and driving us to the finish line.

-Michael Callahan and Bob Ernst

A Year in Review

    Coaches’ Letter



Washington Rowing Budget

Input & Output
2014-15 Rowing Funding Sources 2014-15 Rowing Expenditures

71%
Intercollegiate 

Athletics
36%

Financial aid

37%
Operations

Annual Fund 
Donations

Equipment and 
Travel Donations

Endowments

7%

14% 8%

Equipment
13%

Travel
11% Recruiting

3%

HOW DO YOU
BUILD CHAMPIONS?

You have fans, alumni and 
donors providing the tools 
to create a competitive 
edge. These are some of the 
things your gifts enabled  
Washington Rowing to invest 
in last year:

•	 Streaming equipment 
•	 New launch 
•	 Starting dock
•	 3 8+ boats
•	 6 singles boats 
•	 Henley trip 
•	 Watt stationary bikes
•	 RP3 indoor rowing         

machines

These pie charts represent our last fiscal year, beginning July 1, 2014 and ending on June 30, 2015.
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Alison and Brian Urback Crew Endowment
Carl and Louise Lovsted Endowed Scholarships

Carl M. & Louise C. Lovsted Endowed Crew Scholarship
Charles M. Applegate Crew Endowment 

Chuck Holtz Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship
Class of ‘82 Scholarship Endowment for Men’s Rowing

Class of  ‘67 Men’s Crew Endowed Fund 
Class of ‘76 Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship

Crew Scholarship and Contingency Fund
Dave McLean Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Dick Erickson Endowed Crew Scholarship
Doug and Nancy Boyden Men’s Rowing Endowed Fund

Holtz Memorial Crew Fund
James and Marjorie Beardsley Scholarship Endowment for Husky Crew

James S. Eagleson and Elree Crew Endowment
Jean K. Lafromboise Scholarship for Men’s Crew

John D. Bracken Scholarship
John H. and Luanne Isom Mills Endowed Crew Scholarship

John W. and Rosalind Jacobi Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship
John W. Zevenbergen Jr. Endowed Scholarship for Men’s Rowing

Jon Runstad 2008 Endowed Scholarship for Men’s Rowing
Jon Runstad Endowed Scholarship for Men’s Rowing

Kari Osterhaug Endowed Scholarship for Women’s Crew
Michael S. Lafromboise Memorial

Ron and Jayne Ranheim Men’s Rowing Endowed Fund
Slepyan Family Endowed Crew Fund

Thomas W. McCurdy Memorial
Washington Rowing Stewards Endowment

Wayne E. & Stella S. Graham Crew Endowment
Wilkerson Family Scholarship Endowment for Husky Athletics

Willard Wakeman Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship

Washington Rowing Endowments
Endowment donors establish sustaining sources of scholarship and program funds that last 
through time. Endowments preserve the principal and use the interest from invested funds to 
cover the costs of program needs and the costs of annual scholarships – the single biggest expense 
for Husky Athletics. We are deeply grateful to all our endowment donors.

Your dedication to Washington Rowing may last a lifetime, from youth to career, to retirement. By participating in    
Forever Washington – a giving program for those who remember University of Washington Athletics in their wills or 
estate plans – your Husky spirit can live on as an enduring personal legacy. Learn more at Foreverwashington.com

Forever Washington - Your Legacy. Your Huskies.
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Endowment Performance

An Everlasting Donation

2014-15 Value on
07/01/2015

$8,316,224

2015-16
Projected

$291,415

Market Value of Rowing Endowments

Annual Endowment Payout

Washington Rowing is grateful for everyone who has set up an endowment, supports existing 
endowments or is considering a new endowment.

If you are thinking about establishing an endowment and would like more information, 
please contact Krista Rammelsberg at kramm@uw.edu or 206-221-3588.
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Fiscal Year Donors: July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP ($5,000+)
Mr. John & Mrs. Nancy Zevenbergen Jr.

Mrs. Lynne & Mr. Michael Bush
Dr. Megan Callahan

Mr. Charles Clapp III
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Wanda Crockett

Dr. Alan Erickson
Mr. Frederick Fox

Ms. Anne Gittinger
Mrs. Suzanne Helgerson

Mr. Erik & Mrs. Kristin Helgerson
Mr. Kurt & Mrs. Trullie Helgerson
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Andrea Hess

Dr. Nebojsa & Ms. Ruth Janjic
Jean K. LaFromboise Foundation

Ms. Mary Kelly-Wolfe & Mr. Patrick Wolfe

Lovsted Family Charitable Foundation Trust
Mr. James & Mrs. Betty McCurdy

Mr. Blake & Mrs. Molly Nordstrom
Mr. Bruce & Mrs. Jeannie Nordstrom

Mr. Erik & Mrs. Julie Nordstrom
Mrs. Sally Nordstrom

Mr. John & Mrs. Ingrid Osterhaug
Drs. Paul & Bonnie Ramsey

Mr. William & Ms. Cornelia Stevens
Mr. David & Ms. Sharon Stoltenberg

The Runstad Foundation
The Wodecroft Foundation

Mr. John & Mrs. Barbara Vynne
Mr. Howard & Mrs. Merridy Wallace

Windermere Services Company

COACH’S CLUB ($1,000 - $4,999)
Dr. George & Mrs. Barbara Akers
Mr. Charles & Mrs. Kristina Alm
Atlantic Comfort Systems, Inc.

Mr. Daniel & Ms. Sharon Brown
Mr. William & Mrs. Karen Buchan

Mr. Tom & Mrs. Linda Burley
Mrs. Margaret Buse
Mr. William Byrd III

Captain Paul & Mrs. Ann Callahan
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Joanna Callahan

Mr. William Carter
Ms. Margaret Cate

Mr. Matthew & Mrs. Amy Cockburn
Mr. Eric & Mrs. Heidi Cohen

Mr. Stephen Connolly
Mr. David & Mrs. Florence Covey

Ms. Margaret Crowell
Dr. James & Mrs. Brenda Dahl

Dempsey & Associates
Mr. Kyle & Mrs. Kathleen Enger

Ms. Irma Erickson
Mr. William & Mrs. Debbie Fetterley

Mr. Andrew Flint
Mr. Alan Forney

Mr. Jesse & Mrs. Catherine Franklin IV
Mr. Lex & Mrs. Ann Gamble

Mr. John & Mrs. Jennifer Gardner
Glant Properties, LLC

 Mr. Gordon & Mrs. Jill Hally
Mr. Scott & Mrs. Mary Hannah

Mr. Silas & Mrs. Shaina Harrington
Mr. Hugh & Mrs. Ann Haven Jr.
Mrs. Linda & Mr. Robert Helsell
Mr. David & Mrs. Julie Herness

Drs. F. Ross & Lynda Holmstrom
Mr. Jeremy Jokinen & Dr. Bridget Flannery

Mr. Wilbur & Mrs. Judith Jurden Jr.
Mr. Gregory Kapust

Mr. Bob Kirk
Ms. Karen Koon

Mr. Christopher Ksidakis
Mr. Brian & Ms. Jennifer Ledbetter
Mr. Michael Urness & Ms. Cathy 

Leonhardt
Mr. Malcolm & Mrs. Sandra Lindquist

Mr. Carl & Mrs. Carrie Lovsted III
LXC Holding Company

Mr. Matthew & Mrs. Wendy Mariani
Mr. Jack & Mrs. Dona Miller

The Honorable Richard Miller
Mr. John & Mrs. Luanne Mills

Mr. Thomas & Ms. Kate Morton
Dr. Marr & Mrs. Nancy Mullen

Ms. Stephanie Mulvey
Mr. Dwight Phillips

Mr. Gene & Dr. Edyth Phillips
Dr. William & Mrs. Mary Pitlick
 Mr. Carl & Ms. Donna Platou

Mr. W. Thomas & Mrs. Dixie Jo Porter
Ms. M. Jane Powers

Mr. James Pugel & Ms. Erin Overbey
Mr. Greg & Mrs. Megan Pursell

Mr. William & Mrs. Virginia Revere
Mr. William & Mrs. Lois Rex

Mr. Chadwick & Mrs. Sandy Rudolph
Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Katherine Ryan

Mr. John & Mrs. Pat Sayre
Mr. Bruce & Mrs. Christine Schwager

Drs. Jane Mays & K. Byron Skubi
Mr. Norton & Mrs. Lynette Smallwood

Mr. Scott & Mrs. Lorna Soules
Colonel Patrick & Mrs. Sara Steel
Mr. Douglas Bowser & Mrs. Gail 

Stewart-Bowser
Mr. David Taylor

Mr. Douglas Thompson & Mr. Wallace 
Gilbert

Dr. John & Mrs. Patti Thompson
Professor Rex & Mrs. Roslyn Thompson

Mr. Charles & Mrs. Michaele Turbak
United Way of King County

Vanguard Charitable Endowment Prog. 
Mr. Trevor & Dr. Margaret Vernon
Mr. K. Dee & Mrs. Sally Walker Jr.

Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Margaret Walker Jr.
Mr. Andrew Walker

Mr. James & Mrs. Joan Whitaker
Mr. John & Mrs. Kathleen Wilcox

Mrs. Sarah & Mr. Michael Williams

*We strive for accuracy in our donor lists and apologize for any errors or omissions.  Please contact us at 206-221-3588 
or kramm@uw.edu if you have questions or concerns.
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STEWARDS (up to $999)
Mr. Gregory & Mrs. 

Constance Abell
Ms. Margaret Adams & 

Mr. Jiri Zapletal
Mr. William Aho

Miss Jacquelyn Allen
Mrs. Susan & Mr. 
Kenneth Alvestad

Ms. Debra Ambrose
American Endowment 

Foundation
Mr. Robert & Professor 

Debra Anderson Jr.
Mr. David Anderson & 

Ms. Helen Matzger
Arevit Solutions, Inc.

Ms. Ashley Aron
Mr. Richard & Mrs. 

Teresa Austin
Ms. Nancy Baggott & 
Mr. Robert Johnson
Mr. Nathaniel Bailey

Mr. John & Mrs. Louise 
Baker

Ms. Stacey Baker
Mr. Ryan & Dr. Danilee 

Baldwin
Mr. David & Mrs. 
Heather Ballaine
Mr. Thomas Bar-

ghausen
Mr. Floyd & Mrs. Janet 

Barker
Mr. Scott & Mrs. 
Kirsten Barstow

Dr. Jennifer Bates
Mrs. Constance & Mr. 

I. Jay Bean
Mr. Andrew & Ms. 
Genevieve Beaton

Mr. Donald & Mrs. 
Elizabeth Berard Jr.

Mr. John & Mrs. Kelli 
Bernhard

Mr. Peter & Mrs. Janice 
Berquist

Mr. Larry & Mrs. 
Margaret Blake Jr.

Mr. John Blanchard
Mr. Robert & Mrs. 

Elizabeth Block
Mr. Richard 
Bockemuehl

Mr. Gregory Bolin
Bon Vista LLC

Mr. William & Mrs. Jo 
Boone Jr.

Mr. David & Mrs. 
Sheryl Bothell
Mrs. Rebecca 

Bounds-Petriello & Mr. 
Salvatore Petriello

Mr. Charles & Mrs. 
Sandy Bourbonnais
Ms. Jane Bousman

Mr. Charles Bower & 
Ms. Mary Butler-Bower
Mr. R. Joseph Breuner

Mr. Curtis & Mrs. 
Angela Brown

Ms. Rosella Broyles
Mrs. Barbara & Mr. 

Jack Bryce
Mr. James Buchan

Mr. Alexander Bunkers
Mrs. Melissa & Mr. 

Scott Bunkers
Ms. Melody & Mr. Dale 

Burson
Mr. Michael & Mrs. 

Lynne Bush
Mr. Ronald Bush & 

Mrs. Karen Northup
Mr. Jack Caldwell

Ms. Melissa Calkins
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Erin 

Callaghan
Mr. Charles Campbell 

Ms. Christine 
Campbell & Ms. Susan 

Clarke
Mr. Ian & Rebecka 

Campbell
Rebecka & Mr. Ian 

Campbell

Dr. Thomas & Mrs. 
Gail Cardwell

Mrs. Leslie & Mr. Brad 
Carey

Ms. Deborah & Mr. 
Kenneth Case

Professor Jacquenette 
Castellow

Ms. Kalani Catell & Mr. 
Kevin Martyn
Ms. Prasanna 

Chandran
Captain Byron 

Chapman
Mr. John & Mrs. 

Suzanne Christiansen
Mr. Robert & Ms. Erin 

Christie
Mr. Scott Churchill
Mr. James Claypool

Mrs. Dana & Mr. Bart 
Cocales

Mr. John & Mrs. Lynn 
Cockburn

Mrs. Marie Coe
Mr. W. Mitchell & Mrs. 

Marsha Cogdill Jr.
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. 

Berta Cohen
Dr. Michael & Mrs. 

Robin Cole
Mr. James & Mrs. April 

Collier
Mr. John & Mrs. Emily 

Collins II
Mr. Michael Collins
Mr. William & Mrs. 

Mary Collins
Ms. Rosanne Cone
Ms. Jean Connelley

Dr. Jonathan Cooper & 
Ms. Diane Doles

Mr. Justin & Mrs. Zeta 
Cooper

Mr. William Cotter
Mr. Frank Coyle

Ms. Andrea Cummins
Mrs. Anna & Mr. 

Robert Cummins Jr.
Mr. Rafael & Mrs. 

Kathy Dagang
Mr. Dean Dale

Dr. Steven & Mrs. 
Jeanette Dassel

Ms. Lori Dauphiny
Mr. Loren Davidson & 

Ms. Nancy Sweitzer
Mr. Gregg & Mrs. Lea 

Davidson
Mr. Tyler Davidson

Mr. Jerry & Mrs. 
Ardith Davis

Mr. George & Mrs. 
Jannette Decker
Mr. Philip & Ms. 

Lenore Defliese Jr.
Mr. Brian & Mrs. 
Cairns Dempsey

Mr. Peter Dengenis
Mr. Robert & Mrs. 

Connie Diehl
Mr. Hugh Dodd
Mr. Gary & Mrs. 
Camille Dohrn

Ms. Marsi & Mr. Shane 
Doran

Mr. Dan Doyle
Mr. Michael Doyle

Ms. Sandi & Mr. Harry 
Duncan

Mr. Patrick & Ms. 
Susan Dunn

Mr. Athen Dworshak
Ms. Jeanne Eagleson & 

Mr. John Gray
Mr. Edward & Mrs. 

Deanna Eklund
The Honorable Les & 
Mrs. Mary Eldridge

Mrs. Rebecca Elkhoury
Dr. Richard & Mrs. 
Sandra Ellenbogen

Captain Stanley 
Ellexson

Mr. Stephen & Mrs. 

Lizz Ellmann
Mr. Steven & Mrs. 

Shari Elsoe
Mr. Robert & Mrs. 
Barbara Engel Jr.
Mr. Larry & Mrs. 
Shirley Erickson

Mr. Robert & Mrs. 
Ellen Ernst II

Mr. Gary Ervin
Mr. Lee Eskenazi
Mr. James Everett

Mr. Guy & Mrs. Betty 
Falskow Jr.

Mr. Donald Fannon
Mr. Randy Farrell

Ms. Donna Fellows
Mr. Daniel & Mrs. 
Jeannine Finnelly
Mr. Keith & Ms. 

Charlene Finnelly
Mr. Peter Fiore

Mr. Brandon Fleet
Mr. Mark & Mrs. 

Sharon Florer
Dr. Eric & Mrs. Marga-

ret Fonkalsrud
Ms. Linda Forst-Duke

Mr. Daniel Fortier
Mr. Brian Foster

Mr. Drew Fowler & Ms. 
Kelly Corcoran

Mr. John & Mrs. Nelda 
Fraker

Mr. Gary Fraser
Mr. Kurt & Mrs. Jill 

Frost
Mr. Haines & Mrs. 

Nancy Gaffner
Ms. Dorthy Gamble

Ms. Susan Gammond
Ms. Katherine Gardner
Garlock Distribution, 

Inc.
Mr. Stephen Garratt & 

Ms. Margaret Niles
Mr. Gavin Gaukroger
Mr. Ryan & Ms. Mara 

Gaukroger
Mr. Scott Gault

The Honorable F. James 
& Mrs. Eileen Gavin

Mr. Darrell Gee
Mr. Thomas Giovanelli 

& Ms. Cheryl Com-
stock

Mr. Gregory Giuliani
Mrs. Vicki & Mr. Gary 

Glant
Mr. Khodayar & Mrs. 

Diane Golshan
Ms. Marilynn Goo & 

Mr. Michael Sill
Ms. Sarah Good

Mr. David Goulet
Mr. William & Mrs. 

Roxanne Grady
Mrs. Roberta & Dr. 

Ronald Graham
Mr. Stephen Grant

Mrs. Kathleen & Mr. 
John Graves

Mr. Lynn Gray
Mr. Richard Greene
Mr. George & Mrs. 

Catherine Greer
Dr. Tren & Mrs. Gail 

Griffin
Mrs. Carol & Mr. John 

Griffin
Mr. Gary & Mrs. 
Marcia Grimstad

Mr. C. Edward & Ms. 
Barbara Gulbran Jr.
Ms. Nancy Gulick

H & H Storage
Mrs. Adele & Mr. 

Jon Hall
Whit Hammond & Ms. 

Hana Trnka
Mr. Kevin & Mrs. 
Kimberlee Hansen

Mr. Peter & Mrs. Ann 
Hanson

Dr. Otto & Mrs. 

Marilee Hanssen
Mr. William Harrah

Mr. Paul Harris
Mr. Harrison & Mrs. 

Catherine Hart III
Mr. John & Mrs. Janet 

Harville
Mr. Jeffrey Hawes & 

Ms. Lisa Reyn-
vaan-Hawes

Mr. Steven & Mrs. 
Janise Hawes

Mr. Colin & Mrs. 
Michaun Hayes

Mr. Steven Hazlerig
Mrs. Toni & Mr. Bart 

Heath
Mr. William & Mrs. 

Lisa Hedges
Mr. T. Daniel 

Heffernan
Mrs. Joanne Helsby

Ms. Katherine & Mr. 
John Hennessy

Mr. Alan & Mrs. Carol 
Hern

Suzanne & James 
Hewitt

Mr. Mark Hill
Mr. Duane & Mrs. 

Susan Hoekstra
Mrs. Ernestine & Mr. 

Delwin Hoffman
Mr. Charles Hole & Ms. 

Anne Jozaitis-Hole
Mr. George & Mrs. 

Teresa Holland
Mr. John Holt

Mr. Benjamin Holtz
Mr. Perry Huang

Mrs. Anna & Mr. James 
Huffman

Ms. Gretchen Hull
Mr. Robert Hyslop

Mr. Vincent Ianniciello
Ms. Eryn & Mr. 

Aaron Ilk
Mr. Todd & Mrs. 

Davina Inslee
Mr. Ernest Iseminger

Island Market Compa-
ny, Inc.

J.W. Gardiner Com-
pany

Mr. William Jackman 
Jr.

Mr. Ronald Jackman
Mrs. Deborah & Mr. 

Frank Jackson
Mr. Dylan Jackson
Mr. Floyd & Mrs. 
Sharon Jackson

Mr. Mark & Mrs. Tracy 
Johnsen

Mr. Barton Johnson
Mr. Laurence Johnson
Mr. Laurence & Mrs. 

Carol Johnson
Mr. Michael & Mrs. 

Lisete Johnson
Ms. Nicole Johnston

Mr. Kirk & Mrs. 
Barbara Jones

Mr. Steven Jones & Ms. 
Illa Gilbert-Jones

Mrs. Patricia & Mr. 
Bret Jordan

Mr. John & Mrs. 
Charlene Kalin

Mr. Robert & Mrs. 
Eleanor Karrer

Ms. Deanna & Mr. 
Steven Keller

Mr. Steven & Ms. 
Deanna Keller

Mrs. Jennifer & Mr. 
Jerald Kelly

Mr. Michael Kelly
Mr. Raymond & 

Mrs. Dennie-Ann 
Kimbrough

Ms. Teri King
Drs. Calvin Knapp Jr. & 

Beth Malone
Mr. William Knight & 

Ms. Dorothy Graham
Mr. Ronnie & Mrs. 
Melissa Knighton
Mr. Charles Knoll

Mr. Richard & Mrs. 
Sandie Koplowitz

Mr. Paul & Mrs. Caro-
lyn Kriegel

Mr. David & Mrs. 
Melody Kroeger

Mr. Seamus Labrum
Dr. Joseph & Ms. Sarah 

Ladley
Mr. Donald Lamka & 

Ms. Susan Duffy
Mr. Todd & Mrs. Dana 

Landwehr
Mr. Greg Larson

Mr. David & Mrs. 
Madeline Lauber

Mr. Guy Lawrence
Ms. Kimberlee & Mr. 

John Lawrence
Mr. James Lea

Mr. Thomas & Mrs. 
Nancy Leahy

Mrs. Diana & Mr. 
Robert Lee

Dr. Michael & Mrs. 
Katherine Leff

Mr. Frank & Ms. 
Barbara Liburdy
Dr. John Linvog

Drs. John & Marina 
Little

Mrs. Joanne & Mr. 
John Locke

Mr. Duane & Mrs. 
Susan Locknane
Mr. Erik Long

Ms. Sara Lopez & Ms. 
Eleanor McElvaine
Mr. James & Mrs. 

Therese Louie
Drs. Glen & Rhoda 

Love
Mr. F. Bentley Lovejoy 

& Ms. Karen Smith
Mr. William Lovell

Mr. Terry & Mrs. Kathy 
Lumsden

Mr. John & Mrs. Jane 
Lundin III

Ms. Mary Macala
Mr. Roger & Mrs. 

Barbara MacDonald
Ms. Audrey & Mr. 

Stephen Malek
Ms. SueAnn Manipon

Mr. Joel Massmann
Ms. Helen Matzger & 
Mr. David Anderson
Mr. Harold & Mrs. 
Virginia McBride

McClinton & Asso-
ciates

Mr. David & Mrs. Jan 
McClinton

Mr. Darren & Mrs. Lori 
McEuin

Mr. Lucas McGee
Ms. V. Joan Evanson 

McNeil
Mr. Jack McPherson

The Honorable Charles 
& Mrs. Nancy Mertel

Mr. Paul Meyer
Mr. William & Mrs. 

Cathy Mickelson
Ms. Tiffany Miller 

Campbell
Mrs. Donna & Mr. 

Drew Miller
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. 

Martha Mills
Ms. Laura Milner

Mr. Matthew & Mrs. 
Kari Minas

Ms. Paula Mitchell
Dr. Jean Miyake

Mr. Kevin Moore
Mr. Thomas Moore

Mr. Howard Morrill & 
Ms. Deborah Martin
Mrs. Michelle & Mr. 

Hugh Morris
Mr. Herbert & Mrs. 

Irene Moss
Ms. Siri Moss

Mr. Brent Mueller
Mr. Rudolf & Mrs. 
Roberta Mueller
Mr. Allen & Mrs. 
Kathryn Munn

Mr. Robert Munn
Mr. Steven Munn
Ms. Mary Murray
Dr. Kristin Naca

Dr. George & Professor 
Ellen Naden

Dr. E. Thomas & Mrs. 
Ellenor Naden Jr.
Mr. Bruce & Mrs. 

Kathleen Naito
Mr. Lowell Neal

Mr. John & Mrs. Lois 
Nebergall

Mr. Brett Newlin
Mr. Sean & Mrs. Sarah 

Newsum
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Mary 

Nielsen
Mr. Frank Nolan Jr.
Mr. Dennis Nollette

Mr. Mikal & Dr. Amy 
Norman

Ms. Joan Northfield
Mr. Michael & Mrs. 

Penny O’Byrne
Ms. Erin O’Connell

Mr. John & Mrs. Lindy 
Odland

Mr. Lenville O’Donnell
The Office Tavern, Inc.
Ms. Amy & Mr. Daniel 

Ojserkis
Mr. Daniel & Ms. Amy 

Ojserkis
Mr. Samuel Ojserkis

Mr. Mark Olason
Mr. Carl Olson

Mr. Richard & Mrs. 
Carol Olson

Mr. Patrick & Ms. 
Margaret Opalka

Mr. Stanley Orlowski
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. 
Elizabeth Ormond
Mr. Douglas Oster-

gaard
Drs. Teresa & Donal 

O’Sullivan
Mr. David & Mrs. 

Anna Oswald
Mrs. Marlien & Mr. 

Thomas Paine
Ms. Vicki Parker

Ms. Ellen Parks & Mr. 
Larry Kvalheim

Patrick Dunn and 
Associates, LTD
Ms. Ruth Pauly

Dr. William & Mrs. 
Linda Pearce

Mrs. Ann & Dr. Harold 
Pebbles Jr.

Ms. Dena Peel
Mr. Warren Perkins & 

Dr. Nancy Danoff
Mrs. Sarah & Mr. 
Robert Peshkin
Mr. Joseph Peter
Mr. Harold Peyer

Ms. Barbara Phillips
Dr. Colin & Mrs. Sarah 

Phillips
Mr. Alex Pong

Ms. Alexis Pong
Reverend Robert & 

Mrs. Marie Porterfield 
Sr.

Mrs. Sally & Mr. 
David Powers

Professor David & Mrs. 
Marilyn Pratt

Ms. Ruth Price
Dr. J. Scott Pritchard
Mr. David Querubin
Mrs. Patricia & Mr. 

Richard Radeke

Mrs. Liese & Mr. 
Ramnath Rajesh

Mr. Albert & Mrs. Ann 
Ramos

Mr. Richard Ramsey
Mr. Alan Randall

Mr. Frederic & Mrs. 
Susan Raney

Ray P. Wimberley 
Attorney at Law

Mr. Steve & Mrs. Tracie 
Raymond

Mr. Robert Read
Mr. Jeffrey & Mrs. 

Suzanne Reade
Ms. Mary Reeves

Mr. Robert Richey
Mr. Karl Rieberling

Mr. Mark & Mrs. Marti 
Rinker

Mr. Mark & Mrs. 
Monica Robbins Jr.
Mrs. Mary & Mr. 
Jerome Robbins

Dr. William Roberds & 
Ms. Susan Amorosi

Mr. Buzz & Mrs. Carol 
Rodland

Mr. Louis Roebke
Mr. Robert & Ms. 

Jennie Rogers
Keith Rosen

Mr. Al & Mrs. Shari-
mae Rossi

Mr. Roy & Mrs. Sally 
Rubin

Ms. Jill Rudek
Mr. Lance & Mrs. 

Angie Rummel
Mrs. Elena & Mr. Gints 

Salaks
Mr. Gints & Mrs. Elena 

Salaks
Sammamish Rowing 

Association
Sandpiper II, LLC

Mr. Richard & Mrs. 
Gretchen Scheumann

Mr. Charles & Mrs. 
Virginia Schluter
Mr. Henry & Mrs. 
Helen Schmidt III
Mr. Paul Schmitz

Mr. Marcus Schneider
Ms. Kara Schock-
en-Aborn & Mr. 
Jonathan Aborn

Dr. Les & Mrs. Connie 
Seelye

Mrs. Andrea & Dr. 
Richard Semon

Mr. Kestutis Sereiva
Mrs. Francine & Mr. 

Kent Shafer
Mr. Douglas & Mrs. 

Shirley Shaffer
Ms. Joan Sholl

Silver Cloud, Inc.
Ms. Dorothy Simdars

Ms. Marina Simenstad
Mr. Larry Simonson
Mr. Brooks & Mrs. 
Kathleen Simpson

Mr. David Sinclair & 
Ms. Karen Schober

Mr. Kriss & Mrs. 
Wendy Sjoblom

Mr. David & Ms. Judith 
Skartvedt

Ms. Barbara Smart
Dr. Curtis & Mrs. Ruby 

Smith
Ms. Barbara Smith

Mr. Craig & Mrs. Julie 
Smith

Ms. Danielle Smith
Mr. Edward & Mrs. 

Anne Smith
Mr. Randall Smith
Ms. Katelin Snyder
Mrs. Laura Snyder
Mr. Danny Sobba

Mr. John & Mrs. Shir-
ley Sonnichsen Jr.

Mr. John & Mrs. Shir-

ley Sonnichsen Jr.
Mr. Michael & Mrs. 

Marie Stager
State of Washington
Mr. James Steele Jr.

Mr. Joe & Mrs. Susan 
Steinbrenner

Ms. Denni Stobin
Mr. Jack & Mrs. Peggy 

Strother
Mr. Dieter & Dr. Sally 

Struzyna
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Lisa 

Sudar
Mr. Denis & Mrs. 
Rhonda Sullivan
Mr. Craig & Mrs. 

Judith Swanson Sr.
Mr. Craig & Ms. 

Pamela Taft
Ms. Marnie Tarsinos
TAS Enterprises, LLC

Dr. Brianne Taylor
Mr. Aaron Taylor
Mr. Steven Taylor

The Rosehill Group of 
WNY, LTD

Mr. Bradley & Mrs. 
Susan Thomas

Mr. Robert & Mrs. 
Anne Thomas

Ms. Beryl Thompson
Ms. Jennifer Thompson 

& Chris Grothkopp
Ms. Janet Thornton

Ms. Carolyn 
Thostenson

Ms. Mary Tolley
Mrs. Denice Town & 

Mr. Patrick Town
Mrs. Julie & Mr. 

Michael Truskowski
Ms. Louise Turnidge
Ms. Sharon Turpin & 

Mr. Brian Twelker
Mr. Andrew & Mrs. 

Kari Tyler
Ms. Tara Vagen

Mr. Theodore Van 
Bronkhorst

Lieutenant Joseph 
Velling

Mr. Aaron & Mrs. 
Melinda Wagner

Mr. James B. Wagner
Ms. Sue Walden
Mr. John Walker

Mrs. Julia & Mr. Darcy 
Walker

Ms. Helen Wall
Wallace & Buzz

Mr. Alexander & Mrs. 
Erika Washburn

Mr. Wilbur & Mrs. 
Nancy Washburn

Mr. Raymond & Mrs. 
Louise Watne

Mr. Bart Wenstrom & 
Ms. Adrienne Hunter

Mr. David West
Mr. Blair Wick

Mr. Joseph & Mrs. 
Robin Wilcox

Ms. Elsa Williams
Mrs. Judith & Mr. Ray 

Willman
Mr. Richard Winn & 

Ms. Corinne Broderick
Mr. Preston Winters 

(D)
Mr. Robert Woodard
Mr. William & Mrs. 
Lucina Woodman

Ms. Isabelle Woodward
Mr. Charles & Mrs. 

Beverly Wynn
Mr. Roland & Mrs. 

Vicky Yoshida
Gloria & Jim Yoshinaka

Mr. William & Mrs. 
Melissa Young
Mr. Paul Yount

Ms. Adrienne Zachary
Zola Mehlomakulu
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    Donations by the Numbers

Washington Rowing Donors

Donations by Level

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
Make a Gift

Volunteer

Online at www.WashingtonRowing.com or 
contact the Tyee Club at 206-543-2234.

We encourage alums to give back with time and 
energy. We can always use a helping hand at 
any of our numerous events! Contact Sandy 

Erickson at sericksn@uw.edu or 206-543-1117
 for more information.

A Growing Trend
•	 585 donors gave more than $1 

million to support endowments, the 
Annual Fund, the trip to Henley 
and equipment needs.

•	 357 of these donors earned a degree 
at the UW and 181 of those alumni 
are former rowers.

•	 One of our goals remains to have 
1,000 donors in a single year.

•	 The contributions made by donors 
supported Washington Rowing’s 
various needs. $263,000 went to 
the Annual Fund; $100,000 was       
contributed for the trip to Henley; 
and $382,000 was used to purchase 
new equipment.

Stewards Coach’s Club National Championship
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Betsy Beard-Stillings, ’83, Opening Day Stewards Enclosure
Andrew Beaton, ’08, Outreach men, 2000-/Class Day BBQ
Noelle Broom, ’08, Outreach women, 2000-/Class Day BBQ
Scott Carter, ’81, Cal Dual Tent
Charles E. Clapp III, ’82, Head of the Charles Presence
Eric Cohen, ’82, Team Historian/Gear Sales
Leah M. Downey, ’09, Database
Alan Erickson, DDS, ’82, Regattas
Ellen Ernst, ‘83, VBC Banquet
Alan Forney, ’82, Finance
Jesse O. Franklin IV, ’77, Legal Counsel
Dave Herness, ’91, Alumni Rows
Michael Hess, ’77, Honorary

Adrienne Hunter, ’03, Women’s Alumnae Rows/Class Day
John Kueber, ’93, Co-chair, 2012-2015
Kim (Oates) Lawrence, ’00, Outreach Women – 1985-2000
Howard Lee, ’84, Current Athletes, Mentorship
Blake Nordstrom, ’82, Co-chair, 2012-2015
Dwight Phillips, ’71, Class Day Cruise/Treasurer
Jane Powers, ‘85, Co-chair
Jim Pugel, ’81, Honorary
Jon Runstad, ’64, Honorary
Frederick V. Schoch, ’73, Honorary
Charles D. Turbak, ’61, Chair, 2011-2012, 50 Year Reunions
Trevor Vernon, ’92, Co-chair
John Vynne, ’66, Class of 1966 50th Reunion

2015-2016 Board of 
Washington Rowing Stewards

The men celebrate a victory at the Windermere Cup.

Mission of the Washington Rowing Stewards:

 To engage and connect alumni and friends of Washington Rowing in 
order to support the current athletes and coaches in the pursuit of their goals.
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   Academic Achievements

Eric Benca
Lisa Caldwell

Guglielmo Carcano
Nicolas Cypro

John Gangi
Graham Henry

Aleksander Malowany
Jernej Markovc

Henry Meek
Edward Nainby-Luxmoore

Lia Roberds
Stuart Sim

Philip Walczak
Jake Zier

14

IRA All-
Academic Honors

7
National Scholar 

Athletes

Hannah Allen
Anouschka Fenley
Hannah Lukanuski

Phoebe Spoors
Courtney Thompson
Jennifer Wahleithner

Vanessa Whattam

26 28

61
Students on the 

Dean’s List

Women named 
PAC-12 All 
Academic

Men named 
PAC-12 All 
Academic

On and off the water, Husky 
rowers put on a stellar performance. 

Each of these catagories represents outstanding 
achievements in the classroom. To qualify for 
Intercollegiate Rowing Association All-Academic 
Honors a student must maintain a GPA of 3.35, 
earn an institutional letter and compete at the IRA 
Regatta. To be a National Scholar-Athlete a student 
must have rowed in 75 percent of competitions and 
be at least a sophomore. In order to be recognized 
as a PAC-12 All Academic athlete the student must 
maintain a 3.0 GPA and row in at least half of the 
team’s regular season events. With a 3.09 GPA, the 
men’s team earned the highest average GPA of any 
large-sized men’s program on campus. Two UW 
oarsmen, Jernej Markovc and Edward Nainby-
Luxmoore, posted perfect 4.0 GPAs in the spring.

A Class Act

Hannah Allen
Sophia Baker

Allison Barstow
Melanie Barstow

Olivia Blust
Giuliana Chilczuk

Elena Conforti
Caroline Dahl
Sophia Dalton
Eleni Englert

Shelby Fanning
Anouschka Fenley

Rose Filer
Sarah Garlock

Fiona Gammond
Gabrielle Hughes

Emily Jones
Charlotte Kehoe

Casie Lively
Hannah Lukanuski

Phoebe Marks-Nicholes
Tiffanie Matthews

Karle Pittsinger
Anna Porteous
Emily Roach

Phoebe Spoors
Jalyn Stinardo

Jessica Thoennes
Courtney Thompson
Jennifer Wahleithner

Vanessa Whattam

Blake Bauer
Weston Brown

Guglielmo Carcano
Braeden Daste

Martyn Davenport
Michael Evans
Johannes Gees
Oscar Golberg
Graham Henry
Robert Karlen
Luke Khoury

Harrison King
Arne Landboe
Luca Lovisolo

Aleksander Malowany
Jernej Markovc

Vuk Matovic
Henry Meek
Rielly Milne

Matthew Milner
Edward Nainby-Luxmoore

Corban Nemeth
Sebastian Peter
Finn Schroeder
Spencer Schulz
Kevin Shoop

Stuart Sim
Philip Walczak

Jake Zier
Pietro Zileri Dal Verme

Men

Women

First Team
Guglielmo Carcano

Nicolas Cypro
Harrison King

Aleksander Malowany
Jernej Markovc

Edward Nainby-Luxmoore
Sebastion Peter

Stuart Sim
Philip Walczak

Second Team
Eric Benca

Lisa Caldwell
John Gangi

Andre Mattus
Matthew Medalia

Henry Meek
Matthew Milner

Lia Roberds
Finn Schroeder

Jake Zier

Honorable Mention
Oscar Golberg
Parker Ksidakis

Vuk Matovic
Alexander Perkins

Ivan Piton
Kevin Shoop

Pietro Zileri Dal Verme

First Team
Eleni Englert

Hannah Lukanuski
Jennifer Wahleithner

Vanessa Whattam

Second Team
Hannah Allen

Allison Barstow
Sophia Dalton

Anouschka Fenley
Fiona Gammond

Emily Roach
Phoebe Spoors

Courtney Thompson

Melanie Barstow
Kadie Brown

Bella Chilczuk
Giuliana Chilczuk

Abigail Ernst
Shelby Fanning
Kaitlyn Garlock
Delaney Goetz

Danielle Hansen
Marlow Mizer

Margaret Phillips
Samantha Potter
Danielle Olson
Grace Spoors
Jalyn Stinardo

Sam Storey

Honorable Mention



13

Summer Rowing Review

A Purple and Gold Medal Summer
The summer of 2015 was busy for the men and women as they 
traveled the globe collecting medals and making impressions.

The water was hot for the Husky rowers during the 
2015 summer. With the men coming off their record- 
setting 5th straight IRA national championship win, 

they traveled to England for the Henley Royal Regatta where 
they won the Albert Challenge Cup for the first time in 
program history. 
   Throughout the summer both men and women continued 
to excel and excite. In Plovdiv, Bulgaria, 12 Huskies 
represented their home countries at the Under-23 World 
Championships. Team USA included Benjamin Davidson 
(Inverness, Fla.), Rielly Milne (Seattle, Wash.), Samuel Pettet 
(Seattle, Wash.), Eric Benca (Mercer Island, Wash.), Oscar 
Golberg (Vancouver, Wash.) and Sarah Dougherty (Kent, 
Wash.), who brought home the gold in the 4- an 8+.
   Huskies representing other countries included Guglielmo 
Carcano, Pietro Zileri Dal Verme, Luca Lovisolo and Matteo 
Borsini for the Italian men and Chiara Ondoli for the Italian 
women. Viktor Pivac earned a spot in the boat for Serbia.
   At the Senior World Championships 
in Aiguebelette, France, 14 current and 
former Dawgs represented the Huskies. 
Adrienne Martelli, Kerry Simmonds, 
Megan Kalmoe and Katelin Snyder each 
earned a gold medal. Danielle Hansen 
brought home silver and five finalists 
qualified for the Olympic Games in Rio. 
For the men, Viktor Pivac helped Serbia 
claim the bronze in the 2+. For the 
second straight year Megan Kalmoe was named USRowing 
Athlete of the Year by her peers. 
   Five Huskies represented Washington Rowing at the Pan 
Am Games in Toronto. Rob Gibson, Conlin McCabe, Will 
Crothers and Rosi DeBoef represented Canada and Sam 
Ojserkis took a seat in the USA men’s 8+.
   At the World University Games Matteo Borsini, Pietro 
Zileri Dal Verme, Guglielmo Carcano and Luca Lovisolo 
took home the bronze for Italy. Kevin O’Connor won gold 
with team USA in the men’s 8+. Jacob Morton and Chiara 
Ondoli also represented teams USA and Italy, respectfully.

UW Participants at U-23 World Championships

UW Particpants at World Rowing Championships

GOLD
USA – Katelin Snyder 8+ 
USA – Kerry Simmonds 8+
USA – Megan Kolmoe 4x
USA – Adrienne Martelli 4-
SILVER
USA – Danielle Hansen LTA 4+ 
BRONZE
Serbia – Viktor Pivac 2+

Honorable Mention
USA – Samuel Dommer 8+
USA – Hans Struzyna 4x
Canada – Patricia Obee LWT 2x 
Canada – Rosie DeBoef - Spare 
Canada – Will Crothers 4-
Canada – Conlin McCabe 4-
Canada – Rob Gibson 4x
Italy – Pietro Zileri Dal Verme - 
Spare
Top: Husky participants at the 
U-23 World Championships. 
Left: Megan Kalmoe, Adrienne 
Martelli, Kerry Simmonds and 
Katelin Snyder won gold medals 
at the 2015 Senior World 
Championships. Kalmoe was 
named USRowing Female Athlete 
of the Year for the second year in 
a row.

GOLD
USA – Sarah Dougherty 4- & 8+ 
BRONZE
Serbia – Viktor Pivac 2-
Honorable Mention
USA – Benjamin Davidson BM1x 
USA – Rielly Milne 4+ 
USA – Samuel Pettet 4+ 

USA – Eric Beneca 4+ 
USA – Oscar Golberg 4+ 
USA – Matt Rung (coach) 4+ 
Italy – Pietro Zileri Dal Verme
Italy – Guglielmo Carcano 4+ 
Italy – Luca Lovisolo 4+
Italy – Matteo Borsini 4+
Italy – Chiara Ondoli 4-

4+ 

UW Particpants at Pan Am Games
GOLD
Canada – Rob Gibson 4x 
Canada – Colin McCabe 4-, 8+
Canada – Will Crothers 4-, 8+

SILVER
Canada – Rob Gibson 1x
BRONZE
USA – Sam Ojserkis 8+
Canada – Rosi DeBoef 2- 

UW Particpants at World University Games

GOLD
USA – Kevin O’Connor 8+
BRONZE
Italy – Pietro Zileri Dal Verme
Italy – Guglielmo Carcano 4+ 

Italy – Luca Lovisolo 4+
Italy – Matteo Borsini 4+
Honorable Mention
USA – Jacob Morton 4-
Italy – Chiara Ondoli 4-

4+ 
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  Student-Athlete Feature: Dani Olson

Awesome is Dani O!
‘If people say it’s really difficult, then I will probably like it.’

“Dani is awesome. She is the hardest-working athlete I think I’ve ever coached, ever,” says women’s crew head 
coach Bob Ernst. “She’s naturally gifted and she’s very, very bright.”
   Team captain Dani Olson is a sixth-generation Husky who hails from Manitowoc, WI. She played soccer and 

volleyball in high school and was a three-time state powerlifting competitor. But she had never rowed before.   
   “She’s learned how to row really well here,” Ernst continued. “She leads by example. She’s really strong. She’s really fit. She’s 
committed to the team and she’s brought a lot of leadership to the boat and tons of power.”
   In addition to becoming a rowing powerhouse in her four years at Washington, Olson is a Specialist in the National 
Guard, active in her sorority, and a biochemistry major studying pre-med. This summer she helped fight wildfires with her 
National Guard unit in Eastern Washington.
   Although quite humble, Olson admits to playing to her strengths. She’s a power rower, a power multi-tasker and an all-
around powerhouse, or “Wonder Woman” as Ernst says. 
   I sat down with Olson at Conibear Shellhouse the day before fall quarter started to find out how she balances it all and 
what’s she’s most excited about in her last year at Washington. Here are excerpts from our interview. 

By Amy Anderson

Team Captain Dani Olson shows her power at the 2015 Pac-12 Championships in May.



Student-Athlete Feature: Dani Olson

Q.   How did you decide to try out for rowing?
A.   I heard rowing was really difficult so that kind of piqued 
my interest. I like a good challenge. I like to do hard things. 
If people say it’s really difficult then I will probably like it. I 
decided to try out and it was just a really good fit for me. 

Q.   What do you like most about rowing for 
Washington? Least?
A.   I love the water here—Lake Washington and Lake 
Union. Seeing the city of Seattle from the water is just the 
most breathtaking view and especially 
at 6 a.m. The water is flat and when the 
boat is going well you’re just flying. Row-
ing is all sensory – your system is turned 
on. You’re working hard. Your adrenalin 
is pumping, you feel the wind in your 
face and it’s just the best feeling. 
   I like the erg the least. That to me is the 
most mentally challenging thing I’ve ever 
done. I’ve done CrossFit, jujitsu, and a 
lot of mind-based sports. But the erg constantly giving you 
feedback and seeing every stroke – is so draining. But it’s 
taught me to keep my head down and just do the work. 

Q.   How do you balance it all? 
A.   Some times are worse than others. It’s hard to make 
the choice between I need to study and I need to sleep for 
practice. But it’s been kind of a fluid learning thing. I just 
try my best to keep the perspective that not one test is going 
to break my GPA and if I keep in touch with my professors 
they’re pretty understanding. I’m lucky to be in a National 
Guard unit that supports rowing and they’re really proud of 
me. My sorority sisters come to all of my races and are very 
supportive.  I think having people in my life who really care 
about what I’m doing makes it so much easier for me to do 
the things I’ve done. 

Q.   Where do you think you got your work ethic? 
A.   Growing up we moved around a lot and I’ve always 
been overly competitive. My friends were my teammates. I 

would compete all the time 
with the people I was closest 
to. I’d want my friend’s spot 
more than anything. I was 
looking for someone to 
validate my performance 
or make me feel like I was 
doing the right thing, on the 
right path. As I got older I 
realized it was more for me 
than anything. I thrive in 
tough, harsh environments. 
I like to be in the grit of 
things and see if I can pull 
myself out. 

Q.   How did you decide you wanted to be a doctor? 
A.   My father is an orthopedic surgeon so I’ve been in sur-
gery, I’ve been in a cadaver lab with him and we did some 
hip and knee replacements. I’m really interested in trauma 
surgery. I had someone really close to me die in a car acci-
dent and the trauma surgeons were not up to par. That re-
sulted in him dying and that was really hard for me. I’d like 
to be more proactive in that field and change the mentality 
of a doctor that’s been up for 48 hours and is delirious and 
can’t make good decisions. 

Q.   What are your favorite 
classes? 
A.   I love organic chemistry. I’m a 
bio-chemistry major with a nutri-
tion minor. I really enjoy my nutri-
tion classes.  I’m taking a class this 
fall on food policy that I’m really 
excited about. 

Q.   What are you most proud of with regard to your row-
ing career at Washington?
A.   I’m really happy to see the change in my teammates. As 
captain I was able to build them up and watch them grow. 
Maybe it’s because I planted the seed and gave them that 
little word of encouragement and that’s what made them 
blossom. I like to think that the strength of our team this 
year stemmed from that.

Q.   How would your teammates describe you? 
A.   I hope they would describe me as passionate and 
someone who has a lot of grace. I really try to be humble 
as well. I’m more interested in the team doing well and less 
about myself doing well. Whatever’s going to make the team 
the fastest, if that means I have to be in the JV I don’t care. I 
will race as hard as I can no matter what boat I’m in as long 
as we take down Ohio this year. We are going for #1. 

Q.    What’s it going to take to be #1?
A.    It’s going to take a lot of pain and it’s going to take 
committing to a weight training program to build the 
strength on our team. I try to show people what it’s going 
to take. I train maybe more than the average person. I go to 
CrossFit and lift six days a week. 

Q.   What are you most looking forward to in your senior 
year?
A.   One of the things I’m really passionate about is chang-
ing our nutrition focus to an “eat to perform” mentality. 
I really want to change the female athlete mentality from 
‘I need to be this weight and I need to look good’ to be-
ing strong. It’s really empowering when women can stop 
looking at the scale and look at their performance and feel 
proud of themselves no matter what weight they are. I think 
our performance will increase exponentially. 

“I thrive in tough, harsh 
environments. I like to 
be in the grit of things 

and see if I can 
pull myself out.”

- Dani Olson
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Like Mother, Like Daughter
Bleeding purple and gold is hereditary in the Hansen Family.

By Genevieve Carrillo

On the water, Dani Hansen 
is cool, calm and collected. 
Full of determination, each 

stroke brings her closer to another 
gold medal. Only 35 years prior, her 
mother was in the same position, 
braving the chilly, early mornings 
and grueling erg tests. Both Hansen 
women have been an essential part 
of UW rowing’s legacy.  
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   Mother Sharon Hansen - known as Sharon Ellzey in 
college - arrived at the University of Washington in 1980, 
and sought out the athletic director, Kit Green. Sharon 
played basketball in high school, but missed the chance 
for tryouts at UW. After discovering that there was no field 
hockey or softball, she was encouraged to check out the 
women’s rowing team. As if it were fate, Sharon grew into a 
successful rower, later winning two national championship 
titles in ‘81 and ‘82. 
   Dani Hansen is currently a senior at UW, double majoring 
in psychology and communications. Due to a knee injury, 
Dani was able to redshirt her freshman year, being a part of 
the team without competing. This will allow Dani to spend 
a fifth year on the 
team next year. 
   Like many on the 
team, Dani had 
no prior rowing 
experience. In high 
school, Dani played 
volleyball well 
enough to be awarded 
a scholarship to play 
at Florida College.  
   “I had never even 
seen the sport, even 
though my mother 
had rowed whilst in 
college,” Dani says. 
“She’s such a humble 
lady and just never 
really talked about it 
much.”
   Sharon took Dani 
on a road trip to see 
colleges, and decided 
to have coach Bob 
Ernst give her a tour 
of the sports facilities. 
Dani had her heart 
set on Florida College, 
but her mother joked 
that after two minutes 
with Ernst, he would change her mind, and, like clockwork, 
immediately after their conversation, Dani was sold. 
   Having an experienced rower as a mom has been a 
worthwhile advantage for Dani. She has someone to vent 
to, someone who will understand the stress of erg tests and 
pre-race jitters. Sharon likes being a voice of encouragement 
to her daughter. 
   “I know what it’s like to have the hands blistered, and the 
aching,” Sharon says.
   The Hansen family is from California and because of this 
Sharon is not always able to make all of UW’s regattas, but 

Dani is always grateful for being able to race with her mom 
watching. Sharon makes her way up to Seattle multiple 
times a year for races and the VBC banquet, and always 
brings the coaches brownies “for putting up with me,” Dani 
joked. 
   For Sharon, her most memorable experience while on the 
team was winning the National Championship of 1981 in 
Oakland, Calif., and having her parents there to witness it. 
Now, roughly 30 years later, Dani’s favorite rowing memory 
is beating Cal on their home course in 2013, family cheering 
loudly at the finish line.
   This year, Dani hopes to help her team win Pac-12’s, and 
then NCAA’s at the end of the season.

   

In the Hansen family, rowing has become more than a 
sport. For Sharon, it has helped her achieve goals and push 
herself in her career, as well in her personal life. According 
to Sharon, rowers can put up with just about anything. “You 
have good work ethic, you are not afraid,” Sharon says. “And 
if you are, you know how to go on anyway.” 
    Although both of the Hansen women are ports, rowing 
together is not completely off the table, and both mother 
and daughter would love to share boat-time. “We have 
never rowed together, but I hope one day we’ll be able to,” 
Dani added with a laugh. “We’d row in one very fast circle!”

By Genevieve Carrillo

Dani Hansen (second from left) helped team USA win the silver medal in the Legs, Trunk, Arms mixed coxed 4 at the 
2015 World Rowing Championships in Aiguebelette, France, with teammates Jaclyn Smith, Zachary Burns, Richard 
Vandegrift and cox Jennifer Sichel.

Feature: A Family Affair
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Out & 
About

The men’s trip to the Henley Royal 
Regatta this summer was generously 
supported by alumni and friends. 
Several made the trip to Henley to 
show their support.

1 2

3

4 5

6

7

1: Sonja, Blake, Erika and Alex Washburn, Trent and Rebecca Stedman, and Michael Sim take in the festivities. 2: 
Neal Dempsey and Krista Rammelsberg, Tyee Club Associate Director, explore the Stewards Enclosure. 3: David 
Slepyan, Tom Burkhart, Dwight Phillips, Dee Walker exploring the grounds. 4: Margaret “Penny” Buse, Dwight 
Philips and Dee Walker take a cruise on the launch. 5: The men’s 4+ pulling out into the lead. 6: John and Judy 
Runstad take a moment to chat with men’s head coach Michael Callahan. 7: The men’s 8 power to the finish line.



If you have news of a life event or milestone (i.e., promotion/
new job, wedding, birth announcement, retirement, awards, etc) 
you would like to share, please send us a short description as well 
as your UW Rowing class year. We also want to feature pictures 
of alums at UW Rowing events. Please submit your updates and 
photos to sweepcrew@ica.washington.edu.

Check out 
WashingtonRowing.com 
for news, results, 
schedules, videos, 
photos, history, and 
to connect with fellow 
alums.

Coaching Updates 

Alan Meininghaus Niles Garratt

Alan Meininghaus, ‘12, was named women’s crew second 
assistant coach. Meininghaus worked as an intern assistant 
coach for the 2015 National Champion UW men’s crew. 

Niles Garratt, ‘11, was named men’s crew second assistant 
coach, a promotion from his graduate assistant position he 
held last year. The men’s team has also added intern assis-
tants Kristen Brownlee and Alex Mann. 

New 
Website

It’s reunion time! The main activities will be around the 
VBC banquet and Class Day March 25 - 26. For more 
details and to get on the mailing list contact Bill Collins 
at wccollins@gmail.com or John Vynne at 
johnv@tbirdmining.com.

ATTENTION 
Class of 1966!

Coaching 
Honors

Women’s head coach Bob Ernst 
was inducted into the Collegiate 
Rowing Coaches Associations 
Hall of Fame. 

Men’s head coach Michael Callahan was named Pac-12 
Conference Men’s Coach of the Year for the sixth consecutive 
season. Seattle Magazine named Callahan one of Seattle’s 
Most Influential People of 2015.

Want to own your own Husky oar? For $250 
you can take home a retired oar and we will 
put your name on the new oar. Contact Sandy 
Erickson at sericksn@uw.edu or 206-543-
1117 to buy a piece of Husky history.

OAR 
SWAP

News & Announcements
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vimeo.com/uwrowing
twitter.com/UWHuskyCrew

instagram.com/UWHuskyCrew

facebook.com/UWHuskyCrew gohuskies.com/MRowing
gohuskies.com/WRowing

Stay Connected

For more information on receiving SWEEP, to submit story ideas 

contact Sandy Erickson at sericksn@uw.edu or 206.543.1117
 or to update your personal contact info 

Washington Rowing Stewards
University of Washington
Box 354070
Seattle, WA 98195-4080  USA

DATEEVENT LOCATION
Burnaby Lake Regatta (w) 	                 October 3 | 8am 	                                 Burnaby, BC, Canada
Head of the Charles (m) 	                        October 18 		                                     Boston, MA
Head of the American (w) 	                 October 24 | 8am           Rancho Cordova, CA – Lake Natoma
Head of the Lake 	                             November 8 | 8am	                     Seattle, WA – Montlake Cut
Turkey Trot 	                                         November 20 | 4pm          Seattle, WA – Conibear Shellhouse
VBC Banquet                                                 March 25 | 6pm            Seattle, WA – Conibear Shellhouse
Class Day Regatta 	                                  March 26 | 10am 	                    Seattle, WA – Montlake Cut
OSU Invite (w) 	                                   April 2 | TBA 	                                          Dexter Lake, OR
Husky Open, Brown 	                                   April 2 | 8am 	                     Seattle, WA – Montlake Cut
WSU, OSU 	                                                April 9 | 9am 	                     Seattle, WA – Montlake Cut
California 	                                               April 23 | 9am 	                                 Redwood Shores, CA
Gonzaga 	                                               April 30 | 9am 	                                               Spokane, WA
Windermere Cup/Opening Day               May 7 | 10:20am 	                     Seattle, WA – Montlake Cut
Pacific Coast Rowing Championship        May 14 | All Day           Rancho Cordova, CA – Lake Natoma
Pac-12 Championships 	                    May 15 | All Day          Rancho Cordova, CA – Lake Natoma
NCAA Championships  	               May 27-29 | All Day         Rancho Cordova, CA – Lake Natoma
IRA National Championships 	                  June 3-5 | All Day 	                                          Mercer Lake, NJ

www.WashingtonRowing.com

2015-16 Washington Rowing Schedule


