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Dear Washington Rowing Community, 

We’re honored to serve as co-chairs of the Board of Stewards. 
Washington Rowing has deeply impacted both of us. Our experiences 
as Huskies—Noelle as a walk-on and Ante as an accomplished rower—
taught us the values of teamwork, perseverance, and discipline. These 
lessons have shaped our lives and our commitment to this program. 

As we navigate a rapidly changing landscape in college athletics, the 
challenges facing Washington Rowing have never been more pressing. 
Collegiate athletics is evolving with a 
lack of clarity at the current moment. 
In this time of great uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to focus on 
the foundational values of Washington 
Rowing as we pinpoint the exact needs 
of the men’s and women’s teams and 
strive to continue the legacy of excel-
lence that defines this program. 

We plan to communicate frequently 
with all of you and will look to you for 
guidance as we develop plans. It is 
important that the entire Washington 
rowing community take part in ensuring 
our program stays at the championship 
level. We believe it is time to press 
forward as one. 

“We’re taking it up two in two”—right now. 
Transitional times create opportunity, 
and we need all of you alongside us. You 
are Washington Rowing, and we will do 
our best to build on the excellence you 
have created. 

This past season, our teams achieved 
impressive results, culminating in the 
men’s 11th eights sweep of the IRA, 
an unprecedented accomplishment 
in collegiate rowing, and the women’s fifth-place finish at the NCAA 
championships. A month later, Washington was featured at Henley in 
the Regatta’s premiere events. Our Washington men’s eight reached the 
final in the Grand Challenge Cup, and Coach Yaz Farooq’s USA Devel-
opment boat reached the Remenham Cup final. In August, at the 2024 
Paris Olympics, current and former Washington rowers set a record for 
our program with 11 total medals—with the USA men’s eight, including 
four UW Alumni and coached by our own Michael Callahan, earning a 
bronze medal. 

Truly a historic year! 

We are so grateful to Dr. Paul Ramsey and Jane Powers for their excep-
tional leadership over the past four years and eight years respectively. 
Their dedication has been instrumental in guiding the program through 
challenging times.

We look forward to working with you to ensure that Washington Rowing 
remains a beacon of excellence in collegiate athletics. 

Go Huskies!

Sincerely,   On the Cover: University of Washington men’s 
rowing team sweeps the IRA Championship for 
the 11th time in program history.
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A New Era Begins
By Jeff Bechthold

For everyone involved in UW 
Athletics, one of the most 
important changes in the 

history of the department occurred 
on August 2, 2024, the date that the 
University of Washington officially 
became a member of the Big Ten 
Conference.

Washington, one of four charter 
members of the Pacific Coast 
Conference, spent 109 years in the 
various incarnations what was most 
recently known as the Pac-12. Only 
UW and Cal were a part of the league 
for all of those 109 years.

The UW’s move was one of many 
around the country, as USC, UCLA 
and Oregon also moved to the Big 
Ten, while Cal and Stanford both 
joined the Atlantic Coast Conference; 
and Arizona, Arizona State, Colorado 
and Utah each moved to the Big 12.

While most of the headlines focused 
on the effects these moves meant for 
college football, the change might be 
even more consequential for most 
other sports. That’s definitely the 
case when it comes to rowing.

The women’s team’s situation is a bit 
simpler than the men’s, as the Big 
Ten has a strong history of success 
in the sport. UW, USC and UCLA 
will join a conference that already 
includes perennially strong programs 
like Michigan, Indiana and Rutgers—
as well as Iowa, Michigan State, 
Minnesota, Ohio State and Wisconsin. 
Now with 11 teams competing in 

varsity women’s rowing, it’s a formi-
dable league.

Michigan won the conference title 
last year, with Indiana and Rutgers 
taking second and third. 

This coming season, the Big Ten 
Rowing Championships will be held 
in Indianapolis on May 18, 2025.

For the men, the move was more 
complex. Among the other 17 
member schools of the Big Ten, only 
Wisconsin sponsors varsity men’s 
rowing. The Badgers have most 
recently competed at Eastern Sprints 
during the time that conference 

Washington Rowing wins final men’s Pac 12 Championship

Women’s Rowing claims third place at the final Pac 12 championship

championship regattas are held, with no 
Big Ten event for men.

Meanwhile, both Stanford and Califor-
nia’s men’s teams were left without a 
conference, as the ACC also does not 
sponsor the sport. 

Those three men’s programs will now 
compete in the Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation (MPSF), which will also host 
a conference championship regatta on 
May 18, at Lake Natoma near Sacra-
mento, the most common site of past 
Pac-12 Championships.

The MPSF traces its roots way back to 
1992, when it was founded to provide 
a league for a number of sports for 
western universities. In UW’s case, the 
men’s soccer team was a member of the 
MPSF at its founding, joining programs 
that were otherwise members of the 

Big West, Mountain West and Western 
Athletic Conferences. 

To this day, UW still competes in the 
MPSF in indoor track and field, while a 
long list of other schools compete in 
sports like water polo, fencing, men’s 
volleyball and men’s gymnastics, among 
others.

While the changes are significant for 
Washington Rowing, the good news is 
that there are a lot of important things 
that WON’T change – like the annual 
Class Day, Cal Dual and Windermere 
Cup/Opening Day regattas, as well as  
the NCAA and IRA Championships. 
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True Walk-On, True Champion

There is no shortage of opportunity at Conibear 
Shellhouse, but unlocking it has always required 
a dedicated work ethic and personal discipline.  

According to junior walk-on Lyle Donovan, that is exactly 
how he wants it. “Washington rowing has taught me a 
whole other level of discipline,” Lyle said recently. “The 
way you approach it, how you ask questions, how you 
work with others, push others to work as hard as you 
are. Relying on others to pull you up and feeding off that 
energy, because if you want something to be worthwhile 
it’s going to take a lot of work. Don’t back down from it.”

That sentiment and approach has taken Lyle from 
“standing awkwardly on my first day of freshmen orien-
tation” as a true walk-on in the fall of 2022, to a Pac-12 
and IRA Championship in the 2V as a sophomore, and 
being named the Intercollegiate Rowing Coaches Associ-
ation “Newcomer of the Year” award recipient in 2024. In 
honoring Lyle, the organization specifically recognized 
his rapid ascension in the sport stating that, “after only 
18 months of rowing, (he) is already one of the strongest 
athletes on the team.”

A standout cross-country and track athlete growing up in 
Milton, Georgia, Lyle came to the 
UW for the academics. Although his 
father rowed at Wisconsin (including 
an IRA Championship in the Varsity 
8 in 1990), Lyle did not have rowing 
experience, nor did he intend to 
row at Washington. It was only after 

LYLE DONOVAN: A TEAM ORIENTED MINDSET IS THE ULTIMATE GOAL

receiving an email from Frosh Coach Sergio Espinoza 
inviting him to a tryout that Lyle considered the sport. “I 
had no more than five sessions on an erg prior to that 
tryout, and it was a warm up and straight into a 10k’” he 
said. “I felt pretty comfortable and leaned on my running 
experience to get through it… I didn’t know what the 
numbers were saying on the screen but I felt confident.”

That tryout and an immediate embrace of the work ethic 
at Conibear led to Lyle being selected as one of four 
walk-ons to make the team for the 2023 season. “Watching 
how hard the Class of ‘23 worked, the seniors were so 
committed, made me want to step up to that level and 
match that commitment,” he said. ”I was given generous 
opportunities to grow and develop my skills as a rower 
since I had zero coming in. Having the coaches giving me 
the experience and giving me their time… I felt that if the 
coaches see something in me, then I can see something  
in myself.”

A Geography: Data Science major with an Architecture 
minor, Lyle has already received multiple student-athlete 
academic accolades. Entering his junior year, his focus 
remains on his academics and in improving every day on 

the water. “I always think I find 
the swing, and then I find myself 
finding something better. It’s 
incremental. I don’t think of myself 
as a person that’s unsatisfied, but I 
always find that there is something 
better,” he said, adding, “Having a 
team-oriented mindset really is the 
ultimate goal, not personal success. 
You live it so much at Washington, 
it’s every day you are focused on 
the team.”

Heading into a 2025 season that 
will see a change of conferences 
and multiple unknowns, Lyle 
remains focused on the opportu-
nities and the challenge.  “The Big 
10 move doesn’t change much for 

us, I think we come back with a lot of 
returners along with some new talent… 
but it is important to keep our head 
down and know our competition will 
be hungrier, so we need to stay within 
ourselves and go to work every day.”

It is exactly that approach to the sport 
that has propelled Lyle from a walk-on 
to a highly valued member of the team 
in two years. “I am fortunate to be in a 
really strong class (Class of ’26, motto:  
Zero 2 60) and to have such supportive 
upperclassmen and coaches on this 
team,” he said.  “I am really looking 
forward to the year ahead.”
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Growing 
up 
within 

walking 
distance of 
the Montlake 
Cut, Ava 
Meuleman 
remembers 
from a young 
age watching 
the Huskies 
row. “All of the 
blades would 
click. Every-
thing looked 

so perfect.  And I would think to myself, ‘Wow, that looks so 
cool,’” she recounted.

Inspired at a young age to take up rowing, Ava took her 
first strokes at the age of eleven rowing out of the Pocock 
Rowing Center, eventually racing as an eighth grader, 
and then rowing in the varsity program while attending 
Roosevelt High School. But even with that extensive 
experience, she questioned whether she could meet the 
expectations at Washington. “I always wanted to go here, I 
love Seattle and I love the sport… but I questioned whether 
I was fast enough to make it,” she said.

“My first day as a walk-on freshman I was in the Shellhouse 
and I was overwhelmed… so much history, the pictures on 
the walls, everything. We had a 6k test a few days later--I 
remember that--and I went out so hard that I completely 
crashed. That was my first initiation (laughing). But I also 
remember later that fall and into the winter doing pieces 
on the water with my team and thinking ‘this is why I do 
this.’ The team was so amazing, so supportive… and I 
began to find my confidence.”

Team is a word that Ava uses frequently, but with a sense 
of reverence and gratitude. “Washington is different 
because of the team,” she states. “It is a group of women 
that have a willingness to work when it is really hard. They 
do it with a lot of heart and grit, everyone cares so much 
and you can see it in the work. It is about finding the joy in 
all of it, and lifting people up around you, and it is constant, 
always present. Our coaches have a big influence, but a big 
emphasis in that is on us creating our own culture and our 
own team.”

Since her freshman year Ava has consistently found herself 
in the stroke seat, moving into the Varsity 8 as stroke for 
the NCAA’s last year. “It’s natural if it’s done right,” she said, 
“to feel the boat, laying down a rhythm that everyone can 
push down hard, a happy medium, staying consistent and 
positive and keeping a cool head.”

“I think back to the 2V my sophomore year,” she continued 
(stroking the 2V8 to Pac-12 gold and NCAA silver). “Spring 
season was so amazing.  The 2V was so positive and gritty. 

AVA MEULEMAN: THE A IN TEAM
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(Coach) Gordon described it as everyone just puts their 
head down and works super hard. We had a couple of 
seniors in there and we wanted to pull so hard for them… 
we were tightly bonded and rowed for each other, and 
that’s why it ended up being so special.”

Ava places a high value on the women that came before 
her at Washington. “For a lot of us, it’s knowing that when 
you’re on the erg, or about to race and you’re nervous, we 
have all these posters and photos that bring a reminder 
that so many other women have sat in this position and 
they lived to tell the tale.  It brings a sense of calm and also 
purpose.  It’s a legacy of hard work and teamwork and a 
culture that feeds that and teaches determination and 
self-motivation… and confidence.”

Majoring in Cellular Molecular Developmental Biology, 
Ava is considering a career in research or continuing a 
graduate education. But she still has her senior season 
ahead of her, one filled with change as the team embarks 
on their first season in the Big Ten.  “We’ve got a lot of 
fast frosh coming in and I am really excited to see what 
opportunities the move to the Big Ten brings,” she said. 
“But as a senior, my role becomes different… I watched as 
a freshman how the upperclassmen interacted with the 
younger people. The mutual respect, the care and love 
that was given freely, and I remember thinking ‘I want to 
be that for someone else.’ I want to contribute to that. It 
doesn’t matter what boat you are in, everyone cares for 
each other, not just in rowing, but in life. I am so looking 
forward to seeing what all of us together can accomplish 
this year.”

Destined to be a Dawg
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PAC 12 ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL:  
CUM GPA 3.3 OR HIGHER, SERVED  
AT LEAST 1 YEAR IN RESIDENCE AT UW

MEN’S ROWING 

Oliver Black 
Political Science 

Luke Collins 
History; Political Science 

Lyle Donovan
Geography; Data Science 

Archie Drummond 
Global & Regional Studies 
Harry Fitzpatrick 
Communication
Alex Gonin 
Biology 
Quinn Hall 
Communication 

Luke Henry
Real Estate 

Kieran Joyce 
Economics 
Pre-Communication 

Alex Gonin 
Biology 

Max Heid 
Business Administration; Finance 

Luke Henry 
Real Estate 

Sam Husarik 
Biochemistry 

Kieran Joyce 
Pre-Business 

Tess Kadian 
Journalism 
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Darcy McCluskey 
Environmental Studies 

Ewan Morrow 
Economics 

Casey Neumann 
Political Science 

Henry Ramstad 
Applied Mathematics; Data Science 

Ben Shortt 
Pre-Economics 

Connor Shoup 
Political Science: International Security 

Addison Smee 
Business Administration; Finance 

Ryan Smith 
International Studies; Political Science

Cameron Tasker 
Political Science: Political Economy 

Blake Vogel
Real Estate 

Jonathan Wang-Norderud 
Economics 

WOMEN’S ROWING 

Zoe Bischoff 
Pre-Major 

Mira Calder 
Chemistry 

Mia Carter 
Pre-Major 

Jordan Freer 
Environmental Engineering 

Caitlin Hane 
Environmental Public Health 

Award Winners Spring 2024

2024 Women’s Windermere Cup Champions

2024 IRA Champions PH
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Brianna Hoffman 
Law, Society & Justice; Political Science 

Briana Hopper 
Psychology

Elizabeth Howard 
Engineering 

Allison Jakeway 
Education Studies; Sports and Education

Ellen Koselka 
History 

Cora Madison 
Chemistry 

Leah Nash 
Food Systems, Nutrition & Health

Hannah Nowers 
Aquatic & Fishery Science

Madison Ohm 
Environmental Public Health 

Nandini Pathak 
Biology: Molecular, Cellular & Development 

Isabella Peters 
Economics 

Camille Randall 
Pre-Major 

Sofia Sand 
Biology 

Claire Surbeck 
Human Centered Design & Engineering

Isabelle Tinsley 
Computer Science 

Isabel Van Opzeeland 
Art

Grace Vander Griend 
Mechanical Engineering 

Scout Wilson 
Food Systems, Nutrition & Health 

Molly Wiser 
Bioengineering

2024 CRCA SCHOLAR ATHLETES
Christiana Congdon
Jordan Freer
Caitlin Hane
Olivia Hay
Cillian Mullen
Sofie Sand
2024 CRCA ALL-AMERICANS FIRST TEAM
Nikki Martincic

2024 CRCA ALL-AMERICANS SECOND TEAM
Shakira Mirfin
Cillian Mullen
Grace Murdock
IRCA STAFF OF THE YEAR - MEN’S ROWING
IRCA NOVICE OF THE YEAR
Lyle Donovan

IRCA ALL-AMERICAN FIRST TEAM
Max Heid
Giuseppe Bellomo
Archie Drummond

IRCA ALL-AMERICAN SECOND TEAM
Harry Fitzpatrick
Cameron Tasker

IRCA DIVISION 1 COACH OF THE YEAR

Michael Callahan

 EXCELLENCE AWARD
Connor Shoup, Cumulative GPA 3.80
GERTRUDE PEOPLE’S SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Archie Drummond

101 SCHOLAR AWARD RECIPIENTS
Gus Altucher
Grace Vander Griend

PIGOTT AWARD
(MOST INSPIRATIONAL)
Grace Vander Griend
Harry Fitzpatrick

SCHALLER AWARD
(HIGHEST GPA)
Cameron Tasker
Izzy Peters

CAPTAINS
Nikki Martincic
Ethan Blight

KATY WALLACE MEMORIAL AWARD
Sofie Sand

2024 Men’s Windermere Cup Champions PH
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By Teresa Moore

DONOR PROFILE

68

Pat Hughes and Mary Ellen Pigott began their 
65 years of marriage just months after they 
graduated in 1957 from the University of 

Washington. Today, their love for each other and for 
their alma mater lives on in their dedication to genera-
tions of UW students and athletes.

“She was a wonderful, thoughtful wife, mother and 
grandmother who put others first,” Pat says proudly of 
his wife, who passed away at the age of 89 in October, 
2023. 

The couple rarely missed a Husky home football 
game as season-ticket holders for six decades. They 
developed a passion for rowing after their daughter, 
Kimberly, rowed for Lakeside School and Stanford.

“When Kim rowed at Lakeside her freshman year and got 
home from a race, I asked her what she does when she 
sees a boat gaining on her,” Pat recalls. “She said, ‘I just 
lean into it a little harder.’ That’s the drive that rowing 
creates. It builds an incredible will to succeed. We saw 
firsthand the value of sportsmanship and dedication 
that rowing creates.”

They turned their passion into action by endowing a 
scholarship for Washington Women’s Rowing, which 
will continue to benefit young student-athletes for 
generations to come. Never seeking the spotlight, they 

also anonymously supported many other initiatives and 
programs for Husky Athletics, the UW Foster School and 
other educational causes through the years.  
 
“The University of Washington is just a terrific school in 
so many ways,” states Pat. “I like the saying that you get 
something out of the UW whether you went to school 
there or not. Many people are alive today because of the 
brilliant minds at Washington.”

Washington Women’s Head Coach Yasmin Farooq 
remembers Mary Ellen as one of the program’s most 
ardent and big-hearted supporters, calling her “a shining 
example of women helping women. We’re grateful that her 
legacy lives on through the scholarship and through Pat’s 
continuing generous support.”

In addition to her husband, Mary Ellen is survived by her 
children, Lauri Hughes, Kimberly Hughes Moazed (Steve 
Moazed), Jim Hughes (Heather) and Kevin Hughes (Krista); 
as well as 10 grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

MARY ELLEN HUGHES’ PASSING 
CAPS DECADES OF GENEROSITY

A Life Well Lived 
Leaves Behind a 
Legacy of Giving

SWEEP  The Washington Rowing MagazineSWEEP  The Washington Rowing Magazine



Class Endowments:  
Our Past and Future Together 
By Eric Cohen

At Washington Rowing, we 
build future leaders. It is a 
founding principle of who we 

are, and it makes us fundamentally 
different from other sports. We build 
character, teach hard work and resil-
iency, uniquely teach team before 
self, and ultimately reach together 
for exceptional goals, building 
unbreakable bonds along the way.

Rusty Callow’s 1923 Varsity went on 
to win the first National Champi-
onship at Washington, followed by 
the 1924 and 1926 teams (featuring 
Al Ulbrickson at stroke). Many of 
those men returned for decades 
as Stewards of 
the program, 
bonded by their 
gratefulness 
and the class 
brotherhood 
built since 
freshmen. And 
since that time, 
we have had 
either individual 
classes, or 
groups bonded 
by shared 
experience (the 
’36 team is a 
good example), 
work together post-graduation to 
support the program that they so 
highly valued.

Through the years those efforts have 
become even more formalized, with 
classes and groups joining together 
to form specific endowments that 
celebrate that bond. In 2006, Fred 
Fox became the first to lead his 
class in establishing the Class of ’76 
Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship, 
an effort to perpetually honor the 
values learned as freshmen together. 
“Those times we had together at the 
shellhouse are unforgettable and 
today are even more meaningful,” 
said Fred recently. “It was important 
to all of us to give back to this place 

and program that had such a  
major influence on the trajectory  
of our lives.”

Al Forney, who with multiple class-
mates established the Class of ’82 
Scholarship Endowment for Men’s 
Rowing in 2012, had similar motiva-
tions. “I have been – and this is going 
on forty years now - continuously 
been amazed at the quality of the 
young people graduating out of this 
program. It’s exceptional. You don’t 
see this at this level in other sports, 
and it is directly related to the 
sport itself. All of us know it, all of 
us experienced it and for our class, 

together, we wanted to express our 
gratitude for it. There is not one of 
us who would trade in those years 
together for anything else.”

Since that time, the Class of ’67 
has made a major gift (Class of ’67 
Men’s Crew Endowed Fund), and just 
this summer a group of oarsmen 
(lightweight and heavyweight 
combined from the Classes of 1983 
to 1987) formed the 1984 National 
Champions Endowed Fund. “1984 
was an incredible year for all of us,” 
said Lincoln Thompson, ‘84 light-
weight captain and stroke who with 
Matt Cockburn ‘84 and Chris Pugel, 
‘83 heavyweight, spearheaded the 
effort. “Undefeated lightweight 

program, undefeated heavyweight 
and ’84 National Champions, just 
the whole thing. That year was 
special across the board and a lot 
of us wanted to do something to 
remember it and celebrate it... and 
we could think of no better way to  
do that than to permanently, 
positively influence the program 
through this endowment.”

“This is the wave of the future,” 
Michael Callahan, men’s head coach 
said. “It is a reflection of the legacy 
this sport leaves to all of us and 
we are starting to see it pick up 
momentum. None of us can see 

into the future 
as intercollegiate 
sports continue to 
rapidly evolve, but 
there is no better 
way to perma-
nently influence 
our program than 
a collective gift like 
this. I encourage 
all of our alumni 
to talk it over with 
teammates and 
classmates and 
see where this  
can go.”

“To me, the finest spectacle in sport 
is to watch a crew when all of its 
members are seemingly closest to 
exhaustion, rise to challenge, or to 
the challenge of their opponents, 
and go out and beyond themselves,” 
continued Coach Callow. “If you have 
never been part of such an effort, 
you can never really fully appreciate 
what it accomplishes in the mind 
and hearts of its participants. The 
individual oarsmen never forgets 
such an experience, and in that great 
common effort lies the real secret of 
the feeling oarsman have for their 
sport, and the affinity they feel for 
one another. Such effort cannot 
attract or hold the man who thinks of 
quitting when the going gets rough”
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“On my first squad as a coach at the University of Washington in 
the Fall of 1922 and the Spring of 1923, were men who became 
true leaders in many fields of endeavor,” Rusty Callow recalled. 

“The president of Pratt-Whitney Corporation; one of the executive 
heads of the Rockefeller Medical Foundation; the president of the 
first chartered National Bank in the country; and others who have 
made outstanding contributions in this country’s life and times. 
That first squad shows merely the type of person the sport of 
rowing first attracts, then helps to develop.”



Washington has a  long history of rowing 
success at the Olympic Games, dating  
back to the 1936 Berlin Games, when the 

famed “Boys in the Boat,” nine Huskies representing 
the United States in the men’s eight, won gold.

The Huskies’ performance at the 2024 Olympic  
Games in Paris may have set a new standard. In all, 
11 current and former Washington men and women 
earned medals, a new record for the program. In fact, 
thanks to medals earned by UW alums in women’s 
basketball, 13 Huskies won medals in Paris, the most 
ever in school history (the previous record was 12, in 
both 1936 and 1984).

The medals came throughout the regatta. First, on 
day 12, two-time NCAA champion Tabea Schendekehl 
earned the bronze medal in the German women’s 
quad. The following day, two UW rowers from New 
Zealand each added to the count as Logan Ullrich ‘24 
won silver and Phoebe Spoors ‘17 earned bronze, each 
rowing in the two-seat in the men’s and women’s fours.

With those three medalists’ Games over, the Husky 
windfall really picked up on the final day of the regatta, 
where a remarkable eight more alumni earned medals 

– including six in the men’s eight final alone.

In the women’s eight, Holly Dunford rowed four-seat 
in the Great Britain crew that won the bronze medal.

In the men’s final, Washington had athletes in each of 
the top-three finishing shells. Jacob Dawson, who won 
bronze in Tokyo, moved up to gold in Paris, helping 

Les Huskies 
à Paris 2024! 

row Great Britain to the 
top spot in the world. 
A Netherlands eight 
including UW alum 
Gert-Jan van Doorn won 
the silver medal, while 
four Huskies – coxswain 
Rielly Milne and rowers 
Chris Carlson, Evan 
Olson and Pieter 
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Quinton – won the bronze 
medal for the United States 
men’s eight coached by UW 
head coach Michael Callahan.

In the final race of the 2024 
Olympic regatta, UW alum 
Simon van Dorp won the 
bronze medal in the men’s 
single, capping the impressive 
haul for the Huskies.

Tabea Schendekehl ‘21: Olympic Bronze 
Medalist, Women’s Quad

Phoebe Spoors (right) ‘17: Olympic Bronze 
Medalist, Women’s Four

Michael Callahan, Coach of the USA Men’s 
Olympic Eight, with Simon Van Dorp ‘21, Olympic 
Bronze Medalist in the Single Sculls Event

Jacob Dawson ‘16: Olympic 
Gold Medalist, Men’s Eight

Team USA Men’s Eight wins Olympics Bronze 
featuring four Huskies: Rielly Milne (Cox), Pieter 
Quinton (stroke), Evan Olson, Chris Carlson, and 
Coached by Michael Callahan. 

Holly Dunford ‘22:  
Olympic Bronze Medalist, 
Women’s Eight



      

MEN’S SINGLE – M1X
Simon van Dorp ‘20 
Netherlands – Bronze medal
 
WOMEN’S PAIR – W2-
Jessica Thoennes ‘18 
USA – 4th place 
 
MEN’S DOUBLE – M2X
Ben Davison ‘18 
USA – 4th place 
 
WOMEN’S FOUR – W4
Phoebe Spoors ‘17 
New Zealand – Bronze medal 
 
MEN’S FOUR – M4
Logan Ullrich ‘23 
New Zealand – Silver medal
 
WOMEN’S QUAD – W4X
Teal Cohen ‘21 
USA – 9th place
Tabea Schendekehl ‘20 
Germany – Bronze medal
 
WOMEN’S EIGHT – W8+
Nina Castagna ‘22 
USA – 5th place
Holly Dunford ‘22 
Great Britain – Bronze medal
Aisha Rocek ‘25 
Italy – 6th place 

MEN’S EIGHT – M8+
Chris Carlson ‘18 
USA – Bronze medal
Rielly Milne ‘18 
USA – Bronze medal
Evan Olson ‘19 
USA – Bronze medal
Pieter Quinton ‘21 
USA – Bronze medal
Jacob Dawson ‘16 
Great Britain – Gold medal
Gert-Jan van Doorn ‘21 
Netherlands – Silver medal 

SPARE, PR3 MIXED COXED 
FOUR – PR3MIX4+
Danielle Hansen ‘17 
USA 

COACHES
Michael Callahan ‘96 
USA men’s eight coach
Lori Dauphiny ‘85
USA women’s pairs coach
Adrienne Martelli ‘10 
USA women’s sweep coach
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and rowed in the Chuck Holtz III (6 of the 9 in 
that boat were from UW). Michael Grady - one of 
those young men on that 2018 U-23 team - won 
the gold in Paris in the USA 4-, and coming full 
circle, has joined our Washington coaching staff 
this year.” 		        – Michael Callahan

“As an athlete, there is no greater excitement 
than sitting in the starting blocks at the 
Olympics. As a coach, it’s a dream to witness 
our UW athletes, who once rowed together 
to National Championship success, line 
up side by side, at the Olympics. Especially 
knowing that each of them is going to push 
one another to bring their very best, just 
as they did while wearing the Purple and 
Gold together! Washington women from 
the classes of 2017-2026 represented Team 
USA, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, and New 
Zealand. Once a Husky, always a Husky! Long 
live the Sisterhood!”                   -Yaz Farooq

17 Washington alums—and current 
student-athletes—represented the UW 
in the Olympics and Paralympics in both 
sculling and sweep events! We are incredibly 
proud that Washington rowing is preparing 
young men and women to achieve their 
athletics dreams at the Olympics. There is 
no other University in the nation close to us 
in the development of Olympians, and you 
make that happen. Your commitment to 
the long-term development and growth of 
our UW rowers and coxswains ensures that 
Washington is a destination for those who 
aspire to achieve at the highest level.

“Huskies were represented in all three spots 
on the podium in the men’s eight event in 
Paris, with four of the nine athletes in the USA 
Men’s Olympic bronze medal eight repre-
senting Washington. Many rowed on our USA 
Under-23 team, including in the 2018 U-23 
World Champion squad that trained with me 

Jess Thoennes ‘18 (stroke): 2024 Paris Olympian, 
finished 4th in the Women’s Pair for Team USA

Teal Cohen ‘21+1 (three seat): 
2024 Paris Olympian for Team 
USA in the Women’s Quad

Logan Ullrich ‘25 (second from right): Olympic Silver Medalist for 
New Zealand in the Men’s Four. 

Olympic Photos by Steve McArthur
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At Washington, we have 
no shortage of successful 
seasons, but 2023- 24 will 

always be one we remember. The 
Boys in the Boat reached millions on 
the big screen, we received the trans-
formational Blake W. Nordstrom 
Head Coaches Endowment for Men’s 
Rowing, our crew had an incredible 
spring season culminating in a clean 
sweep of the IRA National Champi-
onship, and finally, the Olympics 
showcased Husky talent on the world 
stage. What an incredible testament 
to the ecosystem of Washington 
Rowing; where our collective history 
builds the foundation for current and 
future success. The Boys and Blake 
epitomize how Washington rowing 
can make us great, and how those 
gifts can live on. 

It started last Fall with the release 
of The Boys in the Boat. The 
highlight for me was the entire 
Washington Rowing program 
singing Bow Down to Washington 
from the balcony at the Seattle 
premiere. The energy and enthu-
siasm in Seattle, around OUR team, 
was once in a lifetime. Governors, 
business leaders, alumni, and 
more, all coalesced to enjoy one 
of the most incredible stories in 
Washington Rowing’s impressive 
history. Seeing our team and its 
values resonate so widely set 
the tone for what would be a 
tremendous season-long campaign. 

This team was focused, determined, 
and relentless. The work they did 
all year earned them their results 
in the spring. We had a fantastic 
new early season regatta in Florida 
winning the Tom Bolles Trophy 
against Harvard—the first time we 
raced for this trophy since 1974. We 
had a Cal Dual for ages, where our 
Varsity eight set a course record 
on Cal’s course. Our last Pac-12 
Championship was perhaps more 

Inspired by Your Legacy
COMMUNITY AND TEAM  
COME TOGETHER FOR A  
HISTORIC YEAR
By Michael Callahan 
Head Men’s Rowing Coach

emotional than any of us expected. 
The wins were fantastic, and bitter-
sweet, marking the end of an era.  

That same sense of awe and 
responsibility came with the 
announcement of the Blake 
W. Nordstrom Head Coach’s 
Endowment for Men’s Rowing 
in early May. The first coaching 
endowment at the University of 
Washington would be for rowing, 
and it would bear the name of one 
of Washington’s dearest friends. 
It is still hard to believe, but I can 
imagine Blake looking down with 
a giant grin knowing the impact 
this gift will have. I am honored to 
be the Blake W. Nordstrom Head 
Coach for Men’s Rowing. 

We went into the IRA with a quiet 
confidence inspired by the ’36 
crew and Blake: we were humble 
and determined, but also light, 
joyful and grateful. The season 
culminated in an incredible IRA 
Sweep by a team that was the 
epitome of what you would expect 
at Washington. Dedicated to each 
other, dedicated to our values, 
embracing of our history and the 
hard work that everyone associated 
with this program understands. It 
was one of those times I had to 
step back and marvel at what this 
sport can do for young people.  

Layered onto this incredible 
Washington season was my second 
job coaching the USA Olympic 
Men’s eight. I am still trying to 
figure out how to neatly summarize 
the many hours, boat meetings, 

training sessions, and lessons, that 
went into the final bronze medal 
winning race.

It was an absolute once in a 
lifetime experience to watch so 
many incredible athletes pursue 
and achieve their lifelong dream. 
Very few people walk away from 
the Olympics with uncomplicated 
feelings, but I know this: for them to 
come home with the bronze medal 
was incredible.  

The Olympics also made me acutely 
aware of what makes collegiate 
rowing so special. The Olympics are 
the pinnacle of athletic achievement, 
we walk away with a result. Winning 

– or the color of your medal – is the 
sole measure of success. That is not 
the case at Washington. Here, it is 
the bonds and lessons we form with 
our collegiate teammates over four 
years that shape who we are. It is 
our chance to grow, take risks, fail, 
try again, and hopefully – if we’re 
lucky enough – do something special 
together. The Washington Crew of 
2024 did that “something special.” 

Which takes me back to the Boys 
in the Boat and Blake Nordstrom’s 
family. The momentum and energy 
from the alumni, University, and 
entire community embracing 
Washington rowing fueled this 
season’s success. 

Washington Rowing has always 
been about using rowing to build 
a foundation for greatness. All of 
that came together to make 2024 
the perfect example of Washing-
ton’s symbiotic relationship with 
its community of supporters. The 
community – alumni, fans, parents 

– propels Washington Rowing to 
success, and in turn Washington 
Rowing teaches young men and 
women how to become something 
great. Giving back is an inherent 
part of Washington Rowing and we 
are grateful for what the Boys in the 
Boat and Blake have given us. 

Keep investing in this program. Don’t 
let up. We build character here, and 
experience, and winners. We will 
remember this one for years to 
come for a multitude of reasons; 
but what is even better, with your 
support, we can look forward to a 
future filled with many, many more. 



Cultivating Olympic Dreams
YOUR INVESTMENT  
IS OUR GREATEST  
RESOURCE
By Yasmin Farooq
Head Women’s Rowing Coach
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The Olympics hold a special 
place in my heart. From my 
first two trips as an athlete in 

1992 and 1996, to the next five as 
an on-air analyst and interviewer 
for NBC, as a Team USA coach in 
Tokyo, and finally as a spectator 
and guest of Washington Rowing 
steward Howard Lee for the Paris 
Olympics in 2024. As I reflect on 
these experiences, the ones I’ve 
come to cherish the most are 
those celebrating our athletes who 
have made the sacrifices to earn 
this once in a lifetime chance. 
The Olympics remind us of 
the value of the journey, and 
that it is the day-to-day work, 
side-by-side, that determines who 
we become: as student-athletes 
at the University of Washington, 
as representatives of our nations 
on the elite world stage, and 
later, after we hang up the oars: 
as community members, as 
colleagues in the workplace,  
as parents.

Washington Rowing mentor and 
coach George Pocock lovingly 
referred to rowers as “tall timber.” 
He had a special appreciation for 
the value of every part of the giant 
western red cedars he shaped 
into extraordinary racing shells. 
As Daniel James Brown chronicled 
in The Boys in the Boat, Pocock 
shared these values with a young, 
impressionable Joe Rantz:

“These giants of the forest are 
something to behold. Some have 
been growing for a thousand 
years, and each tree contains its 
own story of the centuries’ long 
struggle for survival. Looking at the 
annular rings of the wood, you can 
tell what seasons they have been 
through. In some drought years 
they almost perished, as growth is 
barely perceptible. In others, the 
growth was far greater.” 

In a sport as competitive as ours, 
there are both lean years and 
years of abundance. The years of 
abundance and success allow us 
to reap the rewards of the lean 
years of shared sacrifice. That said, 
those lean years are where the 
strongest bonds among teammates 
are formed, where we learn to 
truly support one another, our 
roots intertwined as we stand 
side-by-side. Where we learn versa-
tility as we bend and bow with the 
wind together. Where we grow an 
inseparable bond that allows us 
to stand tall and persevere when 
the odds are against us, and also, 
to spread our branches when our 
moment comes. 

We are in a lean time as a university 
with our necessary, but expensive 
transition to the Big Ten. Last 
year, our team laid the foundation 
for this transition. We spread our 
resources as we welcomed more 
new teammates. Most had never 
been to the NCAA championship. 
And in true Husky fashion, many 
had never picked up an oar before. 
We began preparation to compete 
in seven events this coming year in 
our new conference. We weathered 
the regular season, keeping our 

“eyes on the prize” of peaking for 
the NCAA’s while creating the 
required depth for the season to 
come. 

We entered the NCAA’s ranked 
ninth, beat the odds--and worthy 
opponents--to earn a spot in the 
grand final for all three events, 
and proudly left with a fifth-place 

overall team finish. Heads held 
high, we congratulated those on 
the podium, with an unspoken 
commitment to return Washington 
to the top, using the 2025 Big Ten 
Championships as a catapult to  
get there. 

Two months later, at the Paris 
rowing venue, the words of appreci-
ation from our Olympians and their 
parents—about this program and 
the university—were overflowing. 
Their humility, thoughtfulness 
and genuine love for the UW 
radiated outward in pure gratitude. 
Emotions were high as they shared 
how their time at Washington on 
our men’s and women’s teams 
prepared them for their moment on 
the grandest stage in our sport.

In October, I learned that our 2024 
team had nominated me for the LG 
Electronics NCAA Coaches Award, 
an award that celebrates one men’s 
and women’s coach nationwide for 
creating a supportive environment 
for athletes with an emphasis on 
their mental health. I marveled 
at the idea that their nomination 
came at the end of such a 
challenging season. 

And I smiled. Because I realized 
that despite our hardship, they 
recognized the value of the work 
they had invested in one another 
and our team’s future: in growing 
our roots, persevering through 
adversity and knowing that what 
we have here, even in a lean year,  
is precious.  

This spring we enter the Big Ten on 
the 50th Anniversary of Washington 
Women’s Rowing! It’s now time to 
spread our branches. Our moment 
is upon us, last year’s work is 
already paying off, and we need 
you more than ever to stand by 
us. Years of abundance--and our 
success, on and off the water THIS 
year-- hinge on our creativity and 
versatility as a program to optimize 
and grow our resources. Thank 
you for your investment in the 
Washington Legacy over the years 
as athletes, alums, donors, mentors 
and parents. Your continued 
support in this time of immense 
change is critical to the program’s 
future. 



Market Value of Washington 
Rowing Endowments

$17,580,787 
JULY 1, 2022

$18,129,815  
JULY 1, 2023

$13,677,180
JULY 1, 2019

$18,975,320 
JULY 1, 2021

$13,787,039 
JULY 1, 2020

$20,005,312  
JULY 1, 2024
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Annual Endowment
Payout

$587,529  
2022–23
Projected

$533,410 
2018–19

$531,625 
2020–21

$500,200 
2019–20

$579,877  
2021–22

$720,191  
2023–24
Projected

789 

gifts came in to support Washington Rowing from

504
individual donors

112 gifts were counted for  
Husky Giving Day, for a total of 

$41,710 
to support rowing student-athletes. 

Donors Go B1G for UW Rowing
Thank you for supporting student athletes and Washington Rowing!

Total $ Given Total # Gifts
Total #  

Individual Donors 

Endowments:  
$1,123,463.70

TOTAL: $1,585,657.57 TOTAL: 789 TOTAL: 504

Crew Fund:  
$289,793.87

Crew Co:  
$ 172,400.00

Endowments: 178

Crew Fund: 586

Crew Co: 25

Endowments: 124

Crew Fund: 355

Crew Co: 25



Our endowments create long term sustainability and permanence for our Championship level 
programs in a rapidly changing college athletics landscape. The principal of your endowment 
gift remains intact, while the interest gives us perpetual annual funding that we can rely on. You 
may choose to set up an endowment to honor the legacy of a loved one or to highlight someone’s 
passion for UW Rowing. To learn more, contact Lee Grever at 206.399.0283 or lgrever@uw.edu.

Washington Rowing Endowments
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1984 National Championship Scholarship for Men’s Rowing 

Charles M. Applegate Crew Endowment

Jo-Anne Applegate Endowed Women’s Rowing Scholarship

James and Marjorie Beardsley Scholarship Endowment  
for Husky Crew

Doug and Nancy Boyden Men’s Rowing  
Scholarship Endowment

Boys in the Boat Endowed Fund

John D. Bracken Scholarship Fund

Class of ‘67 Men’s Crew Endowed Fund

Class of ‘76 Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship

Class of ‘82 Scholarship Endowment for Men’s Rowing

James S. and Elree Eagleson Crew Endowment

Dick Erickson Endowed Crew Scholarship

The Fowler Family Men’s Rowing Endowed Fund

Wayne E. and Stella S. Graham Crew Endowment Fund

Kit Green Endowed Fund for Women’s Rowing

Jan and Dan Harville Endowed Fund for Women’s Rowing

Michael Hess Scholarship Fund for Men’s Rowing

Chuck Holtz Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship

Hughes Family Endowed Women’s Rowing Scholarship

John W. and Rosalind Jacobi Endowed  
Men’s Crew Scholarship

Kusurin Family Endowed Rowing Scholarship

Clarence B. Lafromboise Men’s Crew Endowed Scholarship

Jean K. Lafromboise Scholarship for Men’s Crew

Michael S. LaFromboise Fund

Carl and Louise Lovsted Endowed Scholarship

Carl M. and Louise C. Lovsted Endowed Crew Scholarship

Jim and Lynn Maxwell Endowed Fund for Men’s Rowing

Thomas W. McCurdy Memorial Fund

Dave McLean Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Diane Miller-Ross Memorial Endowment

John H. and Luanne Isom Mills Endowed Crew Scholarship

Naden Family Endowment for Husky Crew

Blake W. Nordstrom Endowment, Men’s Rowing Coach 

Blake Nordstrom Memorial Endowed Rowing Fund

The Kari Osterhaug Endowed Scholarship for Women’s Crew

Ron and Jayne Ranheim Men’s Rowing Endowed Fund

Jon Runstad 2008 Endowed Scholarship for Men’s Rowing

Jon Runstad Endowed Scholarship for Men’s Rowing

The Ryan Family Scholarship Endowment for Men’s Rowing

The Ryan Family Scholarship Endowment for Women’s Rowing

Slepyan Family Endowed Crew Fund

William J. Snider Endowed Athletic Scholarship

Charles L. Spence Athletic Fund 

Title IX Legacy Endowed Fund for Women’s Rowing

Alison and Brian Urback Crew Endowment

Willard Wakeman Endowed Men’s Crew Scholarship

Washington Rowing Stewards Endowment

Warren Westlund Men’s Rowing Endowed Fund

Wilkerson Family Scholarship Endowment  
for Husky Athletics

John W. Zevenbergen Jr. Endowed Scholarship  
for Men’s Rowing

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE OUR EXISTING ENDOWMENTS AND THEIR DONORS

Market value of Washington Rowing 
endowments:

$20,005,312
Annual endowment payout:

$720,191
To support an endowment, go to UWTyeeClub.org, 
click on DONATE at the top right, then search for  
the endowment by name.
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Annual Donors
JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024
We value every donor, from recent graduates to our faithful alums for supporting  
these championship level teams. Thank you for your contributions to the Annual Drive, 
Endowments and Special Projects that make Washington Rowing the Championship 
program that it is.

OLYMPIC CHAMPION 
$50,000+
Anonymous

Richard & Lisa Cashin

Gibson Family Trust

Bob & Sue Northfield

Buzz & Carol Rodland

Paul & Bonnie Ramsey

H. Jon & Judith Runstad

John & Nancy Zevenbergen Jr.

WORLD CHAMPION 
$25,000+

Anonymous

Ante Kusurin

David & Julie Herness

Charles Clapp III & Martha 
Clapp

Anne Gittinger

Carl Lovsted III & Carrie 
Lovsted

Lovsted Family Trust

Sally Nordstrom

NATIONAL CHAMPION 
$10,000+
The Wodecroft Foundation

True North Investment Group 
LLC

John & Barbara Vynne

COMMODORE CLUB 
$5,000+
101 Club Foundation

William & Sharon Carter

Matthew & Amy Cockburn

Raymond & Kathleen Conner

Ronald & Wanda Crockett

James Entringer & Susan 
Davidson

Peter Berkey Foundation

Al & Sharimae Rossi

Pat Sayre

Texas Women’s Foundation

The Seattle Foundation

The Vanguard Group, Inc.

COACH’S CLUB  
$1,000+
Margaret Achterman

Adobe

Margaret Allison

Jeffrey Andrilenas

Anonymous

David Aron

Atlantic Comfort Systems, 
Inc.

AYCO Charitable 
Foundation

Bank of America Charitable 
Gift Fund

Vickie & Ronald Barela

Tyler Beck

Tom & Linda Burley

Margaret Buse

William Byrd III

Ann Callahan

Michael & Joanna Callahan

Eric & Susan Carlson

Kent & Sandy Carlson

Prasanna Chandran

Karla Christian

Brian & Cairns Dempsey

Tara & Gaurav Dhillon

Dan & Ann Doyle

Michael Doyle

Irma Erickson

Yasmin Farooq

William & Debbie Fetterley

Andrew Flint

Alan Forney

Jesse & Catherine Franklin 
IV

F. James & Eileen Gavin

Peter & Juliana Giese

Vicki & Gary Glant

Delaney & Dennis Goulet

Catherine Green

Kevin & Carrie Hall

Jan & Dan Harville

Ruby Holman

F. Ross & Lynda Holmstrom

Nick Hudson

Jay Hulbert

Adrienne Hunter & Bart 
Wenstrom

Husky Rowing Foundation

Nebojsa & Ruth Janjic

Lynne Kalina & Chris Houck

William Kinnune Jr.

Charles Knoll

Karen Koon

Dawnell Lamb

Kimberlee & John Lawrence

Charles Little

Alan Mackenzie

Jim & Lynn Maxwell

Scott & Shelley McIntyre

Doug & Thelma McTavish

Lee & Sheila Miller

Richard Miller

John & Luanne Mills

Paula Mitchell

Dennis Moran

Thomas & Kate Morton

Mary Murray

Misty & James Nordale

Richard & Lynn Perkins

Joann Pheasant

Dwight Phillips

Anne & C. Michael Pickles

M. Jane Powers

J. Scott Pritchard

James Pugel & Erin Overbey

Megan Pursell

Jerry & Nancy Reid

William Revere

Chad & Sandy Rudolph

Scott & Julia Schmidt

Kara Schocken-Aborn & 
Jonathan Aborn

Becky & Kass Sells
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Nina Castagna ‘22+1: 2024 Paris Olympian, Team USA Women’s Eight Coxswain
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Brooks & Kathleen Simpson

Shawn Slack & Anne Rees

Craig Smith & Sue 
Heffernan

Jeffrey Speakes & Speaks

Lisa & Greg Stecker

Dennis & Joanne Steinman

Coby Stites

Robert Stowell

Peter & Diana Stroble

David Taylor

Sabina Telenska

The Pull Hard Fund

Julie & Brian Vath

Patrick Wolfe & Mary Kelly-
Wolfe

Geoffrey & Jill Wood

STEWARDS  
UP TO $999

Raymund Acevedo

Margaret Adams & Jiri 
Zapletal

Scott & Suzie Alan

Allstate Insurance Company

Altamont Capital

Penelope Armstrong

Ann Asrouch

Raymond & Rayner Attisha

Suzanne & Jaffrey 
Auchterlonie

Nancy Baggott & Robert 
Johnson

Sally & Bradley Bagshaw

Kristin & Joe Bailey-Fogarty

Donald & Mary Baker

James & Linda Baker

Matthew Bannerman

Floyd Barker

Lynn Barker & Dennis Reilly

Allison Barstow

John & Michele Barth

Don Bennett

Donald Berard Jr.

Michael Bergman

Glenn Biernacki

Thomas Birmingham

Amy Black

Walter Blake

John Blanchard

Alvin Blank

Wendy Blight

Robert & Elizabeth Block

Charles Blumenfeld & Karla 
Axell

Bart Bolger

Marjorie Boothe

Harry & Vanita Boston

Joanne Bourgeois

Kirsten Bowers Barstow & 
Scott Barstow

Eryn Boyles Ilk & Aaron Ilk

Debra Brand

Stanton & Jane Brand

Charles Brashears

Donald Brennan

David Bridges

Roger Brodniak & Kristyn 
Ringgold

Austin Brooks

Dale & Sally Brooks

Christopher Browne & 
Stephanie Mulvey

Jody & Alan Browning

Theresa Buckley

Conor Bullis

Alan Burch

Nancy Burkland

Melody & Dale Burson

Jack Caldwell

Melissa Calkins

CrisMarie Campbell & Susan 
Clarke

Robert & Ann Campbell

Alanya Cannon & Derek Sheen

Jon Carver

Katherine Cato

Michelle Chan

Bryan Chang

David Chiappetta

John Christiansen Construction

Anne Christie

Paul Clifford

Nathan & Judy Coe

W. Mitchell & Marsha Cogdill Jr.

Thomas & Berta Cohen

John & Emily Collins II

Matthew Conway

John Cooper

Toby Cooper

Thomas Corning

William Cotter

Lynda Crescenzi

Benjamin Dagang

Rafael & Kathy Dagang

David Damm

Stephen & Laura Day

Jamie & Philip Dean

Karen Derringer

Joseph DeVleming

Connie Diehl

Nicole & Peter Dierks

Candice & Jerry Douglass

Leah Downey

Stephanie Doyle Scroggs & John 
Scroggs

Holly Drapp

Michael Duffy & Kerry Price-
Duffy

Valerie DuMond

Kaye Duncan

Katy Dunnet

Duane Dworshak

John Easterbrooks

Terril & Kathryn Efird

Ronald Ehlenberger

Charles Engel

Christopher & Nancy 
Enright

Alan Erickson

Larry & Shirley Erickson

Guy Evans

Sally Falkenhagen

Randy Farrell

Byron & Bettie Fellows

Peter Fiore

Andrea Flint

Mark & Sharon Florer

Kelly Foster

Frederick Fox

John Fraker

Rick Freedman

Kathleen & Pete Fullerton

Andrew Gaard

Camille & David Garrett

Natasha Gay

Darrell Gee

Jeffrey & Annie Gibbs

Robert Gibson

Gilead Sciences

Philip & Robyn Grad

Stephen Grant

Women’s Varsity Eight finishes third overall at the  
2024 Head of the Charles Regatta
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Lyndon & Nancy Gray

Natasya Gray

Michelle Green

Richard Greene

David Greif

Robert Griffiths

Kim Gudgel

Melissa Guerrero

Samuel Halbert

Kevin & Kimberlee Hansen

Harrison & Catherine Hart III

Michelle Havey

Jeffrey Hawes & Lisa 
Reynvaan-Hawes

Colin & Michaun Hayes

Leanne Heald

Nicole & Lawrence Heath III

Erika & Jon Hedegard

Gloria Hennings

Sidney Herness & John 
Wesley Ellingson

William & Emily Heston

Duane & Susan Hoekstra

James & Joyce Hoerling

Bob Hoffman

Dale & Rose Holdren

Robert & Kathryn Holert

George & Teresa Holland

Patricia & Charles Howe

Perry Huang

William Hudson

Anna & James Huffman

Robert Hyslop

Vincy Inouye

Ernest Iseminger

Ronald Jackman

William Jackman Jr.

Floyd & Sharon Jackson

Frank & Deborah Jackson

Melissa Jacobs

Foteini Jacobson

Christene & Anthony James

Michael Jeffers & Hope 
Aldrich

Galen Jefferson & Bruce 
Campbell

Cheri Johnson

Kelly & Marshall Johnson

Guy Joslin

Daryl Joyce

John Kalin

Dean Kallander

Carl Kammerer

Charlie Kentros

Maureen King

Teri King

David Kinley

Barbara Knapp

Kathleen Kovis

Cynthia Kranc

David & Melody Kroeger

Christopher & Lisa Ksidakis

Charles Laboda & Margaret 
Day

Gary & Nancy Labrie

Seamus Labrum

Edwin Lagerquist

Todd & Dana Landwehr

James Langdon & Gloria 
Lewis

Patricia Larsen

Greg Larson

Kyle Larson

Michael & Katherine Leff

Dennis Lien

Erika Lim

Jim Lindell

William Linderman

John Linvog

Kurt & Suzanne Lippmann

Bryce & Phyllis Little Jr.

Bruce Lofgren

James & Therese Louie

Albert Luedke

John & Jane Lundin III

James Lunig

LXC Holding Company

Sharon Lyson

Mary Macala

Melanie Barstow (2016)
BOYS IN THE BOAT TOUR FOUNDER

Betsy Beard-Stillings (1983)
OPENING DAY STEWARDS ENCLOSURE

Andrew Beaton (2008)
SECRETARY, OUTREACH MEN (2000-PRESENT), CLASS DAY BBQ

Noelle Broom (2008)
OUTREACH WOMEN (2000-PRESENT), CLASS DAY BBQ

Charles E. Clapp III (1982)
HEAD OF THE CHARLES OUTREACH

Eric Cohen (1982)
TEAM HISTORIAN, GEAR SALES

Alan Erickson DDS (1982)
REGATTAS

Alan Forney (1982)
FINANCE

Fred Fox (1976)
VBC BANQUET, FUNDRAISING

Jesse O. Franklin IV (1977)
LEGAL COUNSEL

Dave Herness (1991)
ALUMNI OUTREACH

Michael Hess (1977)
HONORARY

Adrienne Hunter (2003)
WOMEN’S ANNUAL BRUNCH

John Kueber (1993)
CO-CHAIR 2013-2015

Kim (Oates) Lawrence (2000)
MENTORSHIP

Howard Lee (1984)
CURRENT ATHLETES, MENTORSHIP

Charlie Malley (1984)
ALUMNI TAILGATE 

Dwight Phillips (1971)
CLASS DAY CRUISE, TREASURER

Bill Pitlick (1966)
DATABASE, OUTREACH MEN PRE-1970

Jane Powers (1985)
CO-CHAIR , 2015-2024

Jim Pugel (1981)
HONORARY

Paul Ramsey (1971)
CO-CHAIR, 2019-2024 

Jon Runstad (1964)
DECEASED, EMERITUS

Frederick V. Schoch (1973)
HONORARY

Sabina Telenska (2000)
WOMEN’S ALUMNAE ROWS, FOREIGN ALUMNAE OUTREACH

Trevor Vernon (1992)
CO-CHAIR, 2015-2019

John Vynne (1966)
50 YEAR REUNIONS

Board of  
Rowing Stewards

Ben Davison ‘19: 2024 Paris Olympian, Team USA Men’s Double
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2024 Class Day Champions: Seniors

Patricia Smith

John & Shirley Sonnichsen Jr.

Sabato Sorice

Robert Squires

State of Washington

James & Diane Stebbins

Matthew Stewart

John & Elizabeth Stillings

Edward Strong

John & Laura Strub

Margaret Sundberg

Henry & Penelope Surbeck

John & Marti Sutton

Stephen Swann

Ann & Alan Switzer III

Diane & Steven Sylvester

Brian Tatsumura

Silvia Teran & Anthony Matan

Jessica Thoennes

Harry & Carol Thomas

Courtney Thompson

Heidi & Ross Tilghman

Stephen & Rachel Todd

Byron Topol & Tiffany Eldridge

Thomas & Donna Traaen

Carolynn Trimble

Patrick Trudell

Brian Tucker

Lisa Ulrich

Emily Vavrichek

Joseph Velling

Margaret & Trevor Vernon

John & Claudia Wagner

Jack Walkey

Helen Wall

Howard & Merridy Wallace

Mckenzie Waltar

Eric & Catherine Watne

Wendy Weaver

Eugene & Marilyn Webb

Jacqueline Webster-Patton

Michele Whaley & Karl Wilkelmi

Patrick Whetzle

Roger & Barbara MacDonald

David Magee

Melissa & Charles Malley

Aleksander Malowany

SueAnn Manipon-Hook

Daniel Mannisto

Maxwell Mannisto

James & Mary Margolis

Cheryl Marks

Carol Marks-Nicholes

Janet & Brian Masuo

Mitsunori & Yumiko 
Matsumoto

Keith McClelland

Peter McCorkell & Megan 
Kalmoe

Cynthia & David McCormick

Gale McGrath

Crisann & Malcolm McRayde

Henry Meek

William & Cathy Mickelson

Microsoft

Tiffany Miller Campbell

Erik Miller

Thomas & Martha Mills

Lori & William “Bill” Minaglia

Teresa & Michael Moore

Michelle & Hugh Morris

Herbert & Irene Moss

Laura Mullen

Jonathan Murai

Charles Naden

George & Ellen Naden

Bruce & Carleen Naito

Brett Newlin

Sean & Sarah Newsum

John Nordin

Kristine Norelius & Brian 
Faller

Mikal & Amy Norman

Cynthia & David 
Nowowiejski

Johanna OConnor

Beth O’Connor & Ross 
Drangsholt

Robert & Susan Okazaki

Patrick OKeeffe

Jeffrey Olson

Madeline & Steve Olwin

M. Miguel Origenes

Deborah & John Osborn

Donna Oswald

Victoria Park

Carolynn Patten & Eric 
Topp

Dena Peel

Thomas Perko Jr.

Tien Pham Sr. & Thu Cuc 
Luong

Colin & Sarah Phillips

Michael Pietro & Christine 
Kubota

Carl & Donna Platou

Rosiland Poll

W. Thomas & Dixie Jo Porter

Connon Price & Karen 
Fossum

Christopher Pugel

John Pulos & Carol 
Woodward

Mandy Queitzsch

David Querubin

Pieter Quinton

Liese & Ramnath Rajesh

Cynthia Ramirez

Albert & Ann Ramos

Raney Family LLC

Patrick Rawn

Jeffrey & Suzanne Reade

Theodore Redman

Shona Reid-McLaughlin & 
Robert McLaughlin

Katherine Reinke

Max Rennie

William Rex

Sebastian Ritter

Theodore Rock

Roy & Sally Rubin

Leonard & Kathryn Sakai

Kasey Sancewich

James & Valori Sarikas

Mark Sawyer & Jill Zinn

Donald Scales

Virginia & Charles Schluter

Kristian Schonberg

John Scroggs & Stephanie 
Doyle Scroggs

Kestas Sereiva

Clay Serenbetz

Ken Shang & Mari Hattori

John Shanle

Rick Sharp

Keith Shaw

Marina Simenstad

Larry & Carol Simmons

David & Judith Skartvedt

Craig & Julie Smith

Dale & Melinda Smith

Nancy Smith
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BOYS IN THE 
BOAT FUND

Go B1G! for UW Rowing
Going B1G is about the size of your heart. It’s about pride. 

About refusing to settle for second-best. It’s about stepping 

up when your Huskies need you the most. Because YOU are 

Washington. Every fan, every alum, and everyone who’s ever 

been inspired by the passion, spirit, and traditions of Husky 

Athletics.

Our move to the Big Ten Conference brings fierce compe-

tition, national attention, and the opportunity to shine on the 

biggest stage. It’s time to show the world what we all know 

to be true – Washington builds champions, and that winning 

culture is made possible because of you! 

Now is the time to Go B1G!  
for UW Men’s & Women’s Rowing!
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Maureen Whittard

Katharine Whybrew

Joseph & Robin Wilcox

Ronald & Barbara Wilderman

Charles & Traci Williams

Chris & Gary Williams

Eugene & Linda Williamson

David Wilson

John & Lynn Wilson

Windward Environmental LLC

Charles & Ann Wright

Wyman Youth Trust

Jennifer Yang

David Yarno

Todd & Valerie Yerkes

Roland & Vicky Yoshida

Andrew Zagars

Martin Zier

TITLE IX LEGACY 
ENDOWMENT

Aisha Rocek ‘26: 2024 Paris Olympian for Team Italy, Women’s Eight PH
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In addition to the Huskies record performance in Paris, 
12 rising Husky stars competed at the Under 23 World 
and Junior World Championships this past August in 

St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada at the MegaWorlds: a 
combined world championships for junior, under-23 
and senior world events that is held in Olympic years. In 
September, at the World Rowing Coastal Championships 
and Beach Sprints in Genoa, Italy, freshman Annelies 

Hahl ‘28 and alum 
Dani Hansen ‘17 made 
American rowing history, 
bringing home three 
medals for Team USA.

In August, four Husky 
oarsmen and two 
oarswomen earned 
medals in Canada at 
the MegaWorlds, with 
Washington staff also 
in action. UW men’s 
assistant coach Sergio 
Espinoza coached the 
USA men’s under-23 
eight, while Washington 
athletic trainer Kristen 
Eaton and massage 
therapist Ellen Parmley 
served on the Team USA 
medical staff.

For the men’s team, Blake Vogel won silver in the U.S. 
men’s eight (coached by Espinoza), while Italian rowers 
Giuseppe Bellomo and Matteo Belgeri earned silver 
medals in the men’s coxed four. Ben Shortt of New 
Zealand won bronze in the men’s coxless four.

On the Women’s side, Washington’s Jordan Freer, won 
a silver medal in the American coxed four. Freshman 
Violet Holbrow-Brooksbank ‘28 of Great Britain, earned 
a silver medal in the Under-19 women’s double sculls. 
Cillian Mullen ‘26, competed in the Under-23 single sculls 
in St. Catharines, 
finishing third in 
the B final, ninth 
in the world. 
Cait Whittard 
‘26, raced in the 
bow seat of the 
Canadian eight, 
and finished 
seventh overall.

Huskies on the MegaWorlds Stage
DAWGS SHINE IN CANADA–AND ON THE COAST–TO WIN NINE MEDALS!

Two additional Husky oarsmen, Marius Bjørn-Hansen 
Ahlsand and Jonathan Wang-Norderud of Norway, 
competed in the men’s coxless four. That crew was 
coached by current UW coxswain Kieran Joyce. The 
Norwegian men finished second in the B final, eighth 
place overall. Povilas Juskevicius of Lithuania finished 6th 
in the world after racing in the A final of the men’s double 
sculls. Quinn Hall and his USA quad finished third in the B 
final to earn ninth place overall.

Coastal Rowing capped off the 2004 season with the final 
World Rowing events held in Genoa, Italy in September. 
It was here, at the World Rowing Coastal Championships 
and Beach Sprints that history was made.

Annelise Hahl won silver in the Coastal Women’s Double 
Sculls, a senior level event, and capped off the season 
with a gold medal in the U19 women’s solo at the 2024 
World Beach Sprints Finals, beating Spain’s Lucia Navarro 
Blasco by 22.34 seconds. Dani Hansen earned a silver 
medal in Para Rowing action, making her the most 
decorated U.S. Paralympic rower of all time. Hansen’s 
medal in the PR3 mixed double sculls marked her 11th 
international medal as a pararower, an American record. 

Hahl’s win in 
the women’s 
solo was 
a first for 
Team USA. 
In October, 
Hahl was 
named 
the 2024 
USRowing 
Beach Sprint 
Athlete of 
the Year.

Dani Hansen ‘17 (left) with Annelise Hahl ‘28 
(right) at the 2024 World Rowing Coastal 
Championships and Beach Sprints in Genoa, Italy. 

Quinn Hall (bow) competing for team USA in the U23 Men’s Quad

Jordan Freer ‘26 (center), Silver Medalist in 
the Women’s Coxed Four
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Forever Washington is a 
giving program for those 
who remember UW 
Athletics in their wills or 

other estate plans — your Husky spirit can live on as an enduring personal legacy. 
You may direct your gift to a specific purpose such as scholarships, endowments 
or an individual sport, or to meet the current greatest needs of student athletes 
and teams. Contact the UW Tyee Club today to start a conversation.  
Email tyeeclub@uw.edu or call 206.543.2234 for more information

“Dave was on the 
Rowing Stewards 
for decades, a 
dedicated friend 
of the program 
for over forty 
years,” said Michael 
Callahan recently. 
“He was positive 
and optimistic and 
brought the good 
out in people and 
was always willing 
to lend a hand.  I 
will miss his smile 
and his spirit, but 
his influence on this 
program will live on 

because of that dedication, and the high value he had for 
this sport and for our rowing team here at Washington.”

Diane “Di” Schueler, 78, 1978 
National Champion in the Women’s Flyweight 4 (115 lbs) 
and all‑around Washington athlete (three sports), passed 
away in June this year.

Introduced to athletics at a young age, Di excelled in 
multiple sports at Mercer Island High School, enrolling 
at Washington in the Fall of 1974 where she played 
Volleyball in the fall and ran Track (specialist in the 
Mile) in the spring. She met Hope Barnes (future 1980 
Olympian) working in the Haggett Hall kitchen, became 
fast friends, and the two joined the rowing team 
together in the fall of 1976.

“Di was competitive and tough and didn’t know the  
word stop,” said sister Gail recently. “She was maybe 
5’4” or 5’5” but was always in the top boats. An absolute 
powerhouse.”

It was in 1978 
that Stan Pocock 
completed the Lucy 
Pocock Stillwell 
four‑oared cedar 
shell, specifically 
designed for the 
lightweight women, 
which Di and her 
teammates rowed 
to the National 
Championship. 

“She loved the 
camaraderie and the teamwork of rowing,” continued Gail. 
“The sport was made for her, and she so valued the friend-
ships she made on the team, and the lasting sisterhood 
here at Washington, throughout her life.”

Dave “Doc” Slepyan, a longtime 
friend and Steward of Washington Rowing, passed away 
in October 2024.

A 1968 graduate of the Cornell Medical School (where 
as an undergraduate he was a coxswain on the Cornell 
crew team), Dave moved to Seattle and the UW for his 
residency and never looked back. By the late 70’s he had 
taken up sculling on Lake Washington, and was intro-
duced to UW head coach Dick Erickson. “He and my dad 
became good friends,” said Al Erickson ’82 recently. “Doc 
loved rowing and he was a consistent presence in the 
coaching launch, even on the worst of days.”

That presence continued for decades, joining the 
Washington Rowing Stewards and becoming one of the 
strongest supporters of the program for decades. “He 
was an absolute gentleman, a wonderful person,” said 
Dwight Phillips ’71, seen here with Dave and Fred Schoch 
’73 at the Brown Dual Race in 2015. “He was very humble 
and giving, you just don’t find them like that very often.”

In Memoriam

PHOTO: Alika Jenner
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PHOTO: Alika Jenner

Title IX Legacy boat dedication ceremony 
featuring the Women of the 70’s who 
spearheaded this endowment

Actors from Boys in the Boat movie 
posing with the Husky Clipper

Adrienne Hunter and Carrie Stasiak 
hiking Mount Rainier

Women’s straight four competing at 
the 2024 Henley Royal Regatta

Men’s Alumni Eight that won the 2024 Head of the Charles  
Alumni Eight Race

LG is donating 10k to UW sports med and mental health 
services in honor of Head Women’s Rowing Coach, Yasmin 
Farooq, a recipient of their LG Life’s Good Award. 

Men’s IRA Champions and their winning boat, 
“Brett “Big Red” Reisinger ‘98” 

Mens Rowing National Championhip Celebration. On Field recognition

Shyril O’Steen and women’s rowing 
athletes row the 1984 Olympic Gold medal 
shell, the Jane’s Friendship, to MOHAI
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2024 Pac 12 Champions in the Men’s Third Varsity Eight with their 
winning boat the Carl Lovsted which was dedicated earlier this spring

A pictorial review of 
recent team, alumni 

and donor newsWomen’s Alumnae Eight at the Head of the Charles Regatta



SQUAD EVENT/OPPONENT DATE LOCATION

Men & Women’s Rowing Husky Open Saturday, March 8th  2025 Seattle, WA

Men & Women’s Rowing Class Day Regatta Saturday, March 22nd 2025 Seattle, WA

Men’s Rowing Harvard Dual Friday, March 28th 2025 Sarasota, FL

Men’s Rowing Sarasota Invitational Saturday, March 29th 2025 Sarasota, FL

Women’s Rowing San Diego Crew Classic Sat & Sun, March 29th-30th 2025 San Diego, CA

Men’s Rowing Stanford Dual Saturday, April 5th  2025 Redwood Shores, CA

Men’s Rowing Oregon State Dual Saturday, April 12th 2025 Vancouver, WA

Women’s Rowing Big Ten Invitational Fri-Sat, April 18th - 19th  2025 Sarasota, FL

Men & Women’s Rowing The Dual (UW vs. Cal) Saturday, April 26th  2025 Seattle, WA

Men & Women’s Rowing Twilight Sprints Friday, May 2nd 2025 Seattle, WA

Men & Women’s Rowing Windermere Cup Saturday, May 3rd 2025 Seattle, WA

Women’s Rowing Big Ten Championships Sat & Sun, May 17th - 18th 2025 Indianapolis, IN

Men’s Rowing MPSF Conference Championships Sat & Sun, May 17th - 18th 2025 Rancho Cordova, CA

Men’s Rowing IRA Championships Fri-Sun, May 30st – June 1st 2025 Pennsauken Township, NJ 

Women’s Rowing NCAA Championships Fri-Sun, May 30th - June 1st  2025 West Windsor, NJ

Check www.gohuskies.com for schedule updates

2025 Washington Rowing Schedule

WASHINGTON ROWING STEWARDS
University of Washington Box 354070 
Seattle, WA 98195-4080 USA

SAVE THESE 2025 DATES: 

WashingtonRowing.com
For more information on receiving SWEEP,  
to submit story ideas or to update your contact 
information, please contact Madi Frampton at 
frampm@uw.edu or 360.791.1038.

Saturday, February 8th: Women’s Alumnae Brunch

Friday, March 21st: Washington Rowing Banquet (Athletes 
+ Parents and Families)

Saturday, March 22nd: Class Day Cruise with Croissants

Friday, May 2nd: Washington Rowing Alumni Celebration 

Volunteer for 
Washington 

Rowing Events 
and Regattas


